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VOLUME THE SECOND. 


HE time was now come 
when Fortune, which had 
* T hitherto ſmiled upon the 
0 Chineſe arms, reſolved to 
TY turn tail to that vain-glo- 
— | rious nation; and preciſe 
-at the ſame inſtant Taycho undertoo 
to diſplay his whole capacity in the ma- 
nagement of the war. But before he 
aſſumed this province, it was neceſſary 
that he ſhould eftablith a deſpotiſm in 
the council of Twenty-eight, ſome mem- 


bers of which had ſtill the preſumption = 


to offer their advice towards the admi- 
nitration of affairs. This council be- 
ing aſſembled by the Dairo's order, to 
deliberate upon the objects of the next 
campaign, the preſident began by aſk- 
ing the opinion of Taycho, who was 
the youngeſt member ; upon which the 
orator made no/ articulate reply, but 
. cried—* .Ba-ba-ba-ba!* The Dairo ex- 
claimed—* Boh! "The Fatzman ejacu- 
- lated the interjection—“ Piſh!* The 
- Cuboy fat in filent aſtoniſhment, - Got- 
to- mio ſwore the man was dumb, and 
"hinted ſomething of lunacy. Fokſi- 
rokhu ſhook his head; and Soo-fan- 
ſin-o ſhrugged up his ſhoulders. At 
length, Fika-kaka going round and 
-kiſling Taycho on the forehead “ My 
gar boy ' tried he. Gad's curſe ! 
** what's the matter? Do but open the 
„ ſluces of your eloquence once more, 


© —one dear ſimile; and then I ſhall die 
* contented, With reſpe& to the ope- 
* rations of the campaign, don't you 
© think— Here he was interrupted with 
— Ka, ka, ka, ka'—* Heighday!' 
cried the Cuboy, © Ba, ba, ba, ka, ka, 
* ka! that's the language of children! 
And children you ſhall be, exclaim- 
the orator. * Here is a 7 


trumpet for the amuſement of the 


© luſtrious Got- hama - baba; a ſword of 
c 8 covered with gold - leaf 
© for the Fatzman; and a rattle for my 
lord Cuboy. I have, likewiſe, ſugar- 


© plumbs for the reſt of the council.” 


So ſaying, he, without ceremony, ad- 
vanced to the Dairo, and tied a ſcarf 
round the eyes of his imperial majeſty : 


then he produced a number of padlocks, 


and ſealed up the lips of every Quo in 
council, before they could recolle&them- 
ſelves from their firſt aſtoniſhment, The 
aſſembly broke up abruptly z and the 
Dairo was conducted to his cabinet b 
the Fatzman and the Cuboy, which 
endeavoured to divert the chagrin of his 
royal maſter, by blowing the 2 
and ſhaking the rattle in his ears: bu 
Got-hama- baba could not be fo eaſily 
appeaſed. He growled like an enraged 
bear, at the indignity which had been 
offered to him, and kicked the Cuboy 
before as well as behind. Mr. Orator 
Taycho was fain to come to an explana- 


m dear iorutcr—leyius have one ſimile tion. He aſſured a Dairo, it was ne- 
"I | 
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ceſſary that his imperial majeſty ſhould 
remain in the dark, and that the whole 
council ſhould be muzzled for a ſeaſon, 
otherwiſe he could not accompliſh the 
great things he had projected in favour 
of the farm of Yeſſo. He declared, 
that while his majeſty remained blind- 
fold, he would enjoy all his other 
in greater perfection; that 

his ears would be every day regaled 
with the ſhouts of triumph, conveyed 
In notes of uncommon melody; and that 
the leſs quantity of animal ſpirits was 
expended in viſion, the greater propor- 
tion would flow to his extremities ; con- 
ſequently, his pleaſure would be more 
acute in his pedeſtrian exercitationsupon 
the Cuboy and others whom he delight- 
ed to honour, He, therefore, exhorted 
him to undergo a total privation of eye- 
fight, which was at beſt a troubleſome 
faculty, that expoſed mankind to a great 
variety of diſagreeable ſpectacles. This 
was a propoſal which the Dairo did not 
reliſh: on the contrary, he waxed ex- 
ceedingty wroth, and told the orator he 
would rather enjoy one tranſient glance 
of the farm of Veſſo, than the moſt ex- 
uifite delights that could be procured 

for all the other ſenſes. To gratify 
* your majeſty with that ineffable plea- 
© ture,” cried Taycho, I have devoted 
* myſelf foul and body, and even recou- 
© ciled contradictions. I have renoun- 
* ced all my former principles without 
« Flag Tale prigeptes, Thad gated. 
* — 4 
© I have obtained the molt aſtoniſhing 
©* viftories over common ſenſe, and even 
©* refuted mathematical demonſtration. 
* The many-headed Mob, which. go 
* former demagogue could ever tame, 1 
_* have taught to fetch and to carry; to 
© dance to my pipe :; to bray to my tune; 
* to Frallow what I preſent without 
* murmuwnivg ;' to lick my feet when 1 
am angry; and kiſs the rod when I 
* think proper to chaſtiſe it. I have 
done more, my liege; I have pre- 
* a drench for it, which, like 
Lethe, waſhes the remembrance 
* of what is paſt, and takes away all 
* ſenſe of it's own condition, I have 


. © ſwept away all the money of the em- 


© pirez and perſaaded the people not 
6 — to po themſelves, but like- 
* wiſe to entail indigence their 
© lateſt poſterity ; and all for the fake of 
* Yeſſo. It is by dint of theſe efforts I 
-* have been able to ſubſidize Brut- an- 


T 
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© tiff, and raiſe an army of one hundred 
© thouſand men to defend your imperial 
* majeſty's farm, which, were the entire 
© property of it brought to market, 
© would not fetch one-third part of the 
* ſums which are now yearly expended 
in it's defence. I ſhall ſtrike but one 
great ſtroke in the country of Fatſiſſio, 
and then turn the whole ſtream of the 
war into the channel of Tartary, until 
the barren plains of Veſſo are fertilized 
with human blood. In the mean time, 
I muſt inſiſt upon your majeſty's con- 
tinuing in the dark, and amuſing 
yourſelf in your cabinet with the trum- 
pet and other gewgaws which I have 
. for your diverſion; otherwiſe 
it the reins of adminiſtration, and 
turn the monſter out cf my trammels; 
in Which caſe, like the dog that re- 
turns to it's vomit, it will not fail to 
take up it's former prejudices againſt 
Veſſo, which I have with ſuch pains 
obliged it to reſign.— O my dear 
Taycho!' cried the. affrighted Dairo, 
talk not of leaving me in ſuch a dread- 
ful dilemma. Rather than the dear 
farm ſhould fall into the hands of the 
Chineſe, I would be contented to be 
led about blindfold all the days of my 
life. | Proceed in your own way.—I 
inveſt you with ry pon and autho- 
'rity, not only to gag my whole coun- 
eil, but even to nail their ears to the 
pillory, ſhould it be found neceſſary 
the re of W 1:4 In token of 

* which ion, preſent your 
© ſteriors, nil will beſtow upon 32 


double portion of my favour.' Tay. 


cho humbly thanked his imperial ma- 
jeſty for the great honour he intended 


him; but begged leave to decline the ce- - 


remony, on account of the hzmorrhoids, 
which at that time gave him great diſ- 
turbance. | 

The orator having thus annihilated all 


oppoſition in the councilof Twenty-eight, 


repaired to his own houſe, in order to 
plan the 11 of the enſuing cam- 
paign. Though he had reinforced the 
army in Tartary with the flower of the 


Japaneſe ſoldiery, and deſtined a — 
ſquadron of Fune, as uſual, to para 


on the coaſt of China; he foreſaw it 
would be neceſſary to amuſe the people 


with {ome new ſtroke on the fide of Fats 
fiſho, which indeed was the original, and 
the moſt natural ſcene of the war- He 
locked himſelf up in his cloſet, and in 


conſulting the map of Fatſiſſio, hefound 


2 
* 
r , d wm. . i oc ii 


„„ —ò hh, _ reruns, iy wr Tx 


1 
ty 
0 
A 
ie 
1C 
it 
le 
* 
nd 
He 
in 
nd 
at 


up the paſſes with a 


that the principal Chineſe ſettlement of 
that iſland was a fortified town called 
8 to which there was acceſs by 
two different avenues; one by a broad, 
rapid, navigable river, on the banks of 
which the town was ſituated; and the 
other by an inland route over mountains, 
takes, and dangerous torrents. He 
meaſured the map with his compaſs, and 
perceived that both routes were nearly 
of the ſame length ; and therefore he re- 
folved that the forces in Fatſiſſio, being 
divided into two equal bodies, ſhould 
approach the place by the two different 
avenues, on the ſuppoſition that they 


would both arrive before the walls of 


=D at the ſame inſtant of time. 
The conduct of the inland expedition 
was given to Vaff- ray, who now com- 
manded in chief in Fatſiſſio; and the reſt 
of the troops were ſent up the great ri- 
ver, under the auſpices of Ya-loff, who 
had fo eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
in the courſe of the preceding year. 
Orator Taycho had received ſome ar- 
ticles of intelligence which embarraſſed 
him a little at firſt ; but theſe difficulties 
ſoon vaniſhed before the vigour of his 
reſolutions. He knew, that not only 
the town of Quib-quab was fortified by 
art, but alſo, that the whole adjacent 
country was almoſt impregnable by na- 
ture: that one Chineſe general blocked 
He body of 
forces, in the route which was to be fol- 
lowed by Yaff-rai ; and that another 
commanded a ſeparate corps in the neigh- 
bourhood of Quib-quab, equal, at leaſt, 
in number to the detachment of Ya-loff, 


whom he might therefore either prevent 


from landing, or attack after he ſhould 
be landed: or finally, ſhould neither of 
theſe attempts ſucceed, he might rein- 
force the garriſon of Quib-quab, ſo as 
to make it more numerous than the be- 
ſieging army, which, according to the 
ub of war, ought to be ten times the 
number of the beſieged. On the other 
hand, in order to invalidate theſe objec - 
tions, he reflected that Fortune, which 
hath ſuch a ſhare in all military events, 
is inconſtant and variable; that as the 
Chineſe had been fo long ſucceſsful in 
Fatſiſſio, it was now their turn to be un- 
fortunate. He reflected that the dæmon 
of folly was capricious; and that as it 
had ſo long poſſeſſed the rulers and ge- 
nerals of Japan, it was high time it ſhould 
ſhift it's quarters, and occupy the brains 


of the enemy; in which caſe they would 
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quit their advantageous poſts, and com- 
mit ſome blunder that would lay them 
at the mercy of the Japaneſe, With 


reſpe& to the reduction of Quib-quah, 


he had heard, indeed, that the befiegers 
ought to be ten times the number of the 
garriſon beſieged; but as every T. 
was equivalent to ten ſubjects of China, 
he thought the match was pretty equal. 
He reflected, that even if this expedition 
ſhould not ſucceed, it would be of little 
conſequence to his reputation, as he coal 
plead at home, that he neither conceiv 
the original plan, nor appointed any of 
the officers concerned in the execution. 
It is true, he might have reinforced the 
w_ in Fatſiſſio, ſo as to leave very little 
to Fortune: but then he muſt have ſub- 
ſtracted ſomething from the 1 of 
the operations in Tartary, which was 
now become the favourite ſcene of the 
war; or he muſt have altogether tu- 
{pended the execution of another darling 
cheme, which was literally his own con- 
ception. There was an iſland in the 
. — Indian ocean, at a conſiderable 
iſtance from Fatſiſſio; and here the Chi- 
neſe had a ſtrong ſettlement. Taycho 
was inflamed with the ambition of re- 
ducing this iſland, which was called 


Thin-quo; and for this purpoſe he re. 


ſolved to embark a body of forces which 
ſhould co-operate with the ſquadron of 
Fune deſtined to cruize in thoſe latitudes, 
The only difficulty that remained was 
to chooſe a general to direct this cnter- 
rize. He peruſed a lift of all the mi- 
itary officers in Japan; and as they 
were all equal in point of reputation; he 
began to examine their names, in order 
to pitch upon that which ſhould appear 
to be the moſt ſignificant: and in this 
articular, Taycho was a little ſuper- 
ſtitious. Not but that ſurnames, when 
properly beſtowed, might be rendered 
very uſeful. terms of diſtinction: butLmuſt 
tell thee, Peacock, nothing can be more 
prepoſterouſly abſurd than the practice 


of inheriting cognomina, which ought _ 


ever to be purely perſonal. I would aſk 
thee, for example, what propriety there 
was in giving the name Aznopbon, 
which ſignifies © one that ſpeaks a fo- 
* reign language, to the celebrated 
Greek who .diltinguiſhed himſelf, not 
only as a conſummate captain, but alſo 
as anelegant writer in his mother-tongue? 
What could be more ridiculous than to 
denominate the great philoſopher of Cro- 
tona Pythagoras, which implics a flink- 

G3 ing 


52 


55 than the name of the weeping 


oſopher Heraclitus, ſignifying mili- 
glory? The inheritance of ſurnames, 
among the Romans, produced till more 
ludicrous conſequences. The beſt and 
nobleſt families in Rome derived their 
names from the coarſeſt employments, 
or elſe from the corporeal blenuſhes of 
their anceſtors. The Pzſones were mil- 
lers: the Cicerones and the Lentuli were 
ſo called from the vercbes and the lentils 
which their torefathers deait in, The 
Fabij were ſo denominated from a dung- 
it, in which the firſt of the family was 
ot by ſtealth in the way of fornica- 
tion. A ploughman gave riſe to the 
great family of the Serrani, the ladies 
of which always went without ſmocks. 
The Sail, the Bubulci, and the Porci, 
were deſcended from a ſwine-herd, a 
cow-herd, and a hog-butcher.—W hat 
could be more diſgraceful than to call 
the ſenator Strabo, Squintum; or a fine 
young lady of the houſe of Pati, Pig- 
es 7 or to diſtinguiſh a matron of * 
Limi, by the appellation of Sheep"s-eye ? 
— What could be more diſhonourable 
than to give the ſurname of Snub-noſe to 
P. Silius, the pro-pretor, Mo his 
t-great-great-grand-father had a 
— that oe 5 Ovid, indeed, had a 
long noſe, and therefore was juſtly de- 
nominated Naſo: but why ſhould Horace 
be called Haccus, as if his ears had been 
ſtretched in the pillory: I need not men- 
von the Burrbi, Nigri, Rui, Aguilij, and 
Rutilij, becauſe we have the ſame fooliſh 
8 in * N and even the 
Lappa; for I mylelf know a very pret 
b eine Rough-bead, though i fag 
there is not a young lady in the Bills of 
Mortality, who takes more pains to dreſs 
Her Hair to the beſt advantage, The 
famous dictator whom the deputies of 
Rome found at the plough, was known 
by the name of Cincinnatus, or Ragged- 
head. Now leave you to judge how it 
would ſound in theſe days, if a footman 
at the play-houſe ſhould call out. My 
* Lady ed-head's coach, Room fer 
* my Lady Ragged-head.” I am dodbt- 
ful whether the Engliſh name of Hale 
does not come from the Roman cogno- 
men Hala, which fignified finking-breath. 
What need I mention the Plauti, Panci, 
Falei, Vari, Vatie, and Scauri; the Tu- 
Atari, the Malici, Ceneftelle, and Lecce; 
in other words, the Pep foto Bandy- 
E, Shamble-ſbins, Bater-knees, Club- 


ADVENTURES OF 'AN ATOM, 
ing perch? Or what could be more miſ- pots, 


q- 


Hammer- bead, Chubby. cheeks, 
Bald-heads, and Letchers.—I ſhall not 
ſay a word of the Buteo, or Buzzard, 
that I may not be obliged to explain the 
meaning of the word Triarchis, from 
whence it takes it's denomination; yet 
all thoſe were great families in Rome., 
But I cannot help taking notice of ſome 
of the ſame improprieties, which have 
crept into the language and cuſtoms of 
this 8 Let us ſuppoſe, for ex- 
ample, a foreigner reading an Engliſh 
news- paper in theſe terms : © Laſt Tueſ- 
day the Right Honourable Timothy Silly- 
* man, ſecretary of ſtate for the Scuthern 
department, gave a grand entertain- 
ment to the nobility and gentry at his 
houſe in Knaves-acre. The evening 
was concluded with a 1 which was 
opened by Sir Samue and Lad 
Pans ak heed We hear hes 
is purpoſe of marriage between Mr. 
Alderman Small- cock and Miſs Har- 
riot Hair-flones, a young lady of great 
fortune and ſuperlative merit. By the 
laſt mail from Germany we have cer- 
tain advice of a compleat victory which 
General Coward has obtained over the 
enemy. On this occahon the general 
diſplayed all the intrepidity of the 
moſt renowned hero,—By the ſame 
canal we are informed, that Licutenant 
Little-fear has been broke by a court- 
martial for cowardice, We hear that 
Edward Weft, Eſq. will be elected 
3 of the directors of the Eaſt 
ndia company for the enſuing year. 
It is reported that Commodore North 
will be ſent with a ſquadron into the 
Soutb-Sea.— Captains Eajt and Scuth 
are appointed by the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, commanders of two frigates 
to fail on the diſcovery of the North. 
wo paſſage. Yeſterday morning Sir 
Jahn Summer, Bart. lay dangerouſly 
ill at his houſe in Spring- garden: he 
is attended by Dr. Winter: but there 
© are no hopes of his recovery, —-Satur- 
« day laſt Philip Froft, a dealer in Gun- 
* powder, died at his houſe on Snow. hill, 
© of a high fever caught by overheating 
* himſelf in walking for a wager from 
* No Man's Land to the World's End.— 
* Laſt week Mr. Jobn Feg, teacher of 
' aſtronomy in Rotherhithe, was married 
* to the widow Fairweether of Puddle- 
© dack, —We hear from Bath, that on 
* Thurſday, laſt a duel was fought on 
© Lanſdown, by Captain Sparr:ww and 
* Richard Hawke, Elq. in which the 
latter 
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© latter was mortally wounded.—Friday 
© laſtended the ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, 
when the following perſons received 
ſentence of death. Leonard Lamb, 
for the murder of Julius Wolf; and 
Henry Grave, for robbing and aſſault- 
ing Dr. Death, whereby the ſaid Death 
was put in fear of his life. Giles Goſ- 
ling, for defrauding Simon Fox of four 
guineas and his watch, by ſubtle craft, 
was tranſported for ſeven years; and 


ſet in the ſtocks, as an habitual drun- 
kard. The trial of Thomas Green, 


body of Flora White, a mulatto, was 
put off till next ſeſſions, on account of 
the abſence of two material evidences, 
viz, Sarab Brown, clear-ſtarcher of 
£ Pimlico, and Anthony Black, ſcarlet- 
dyer of Wandſworth.” I aſk thee, 
Peacock, whether a ſenſible foreigner, 
who underſtood the literal meaning of 
theſe names, which are all truly Britiſh, 
would not think ye were a nation of 
humouriſts, who delighted ir. croſs-pur- 
poſes and ludicrous: ſingularity? But, 
Indeed, ye are not more. abſurd in this 
particular than ſome of your neighbours. 
I know a Frenchman. of the name of 
Bouvier, which ſignifies Coww-keeper, 
pique himſelf upon his nobleſſe; and a 

neral called Valawoir, is ſaid to have 

his life by the whimſical impropriety 
of his ſurname, which ſignifies Go and 
fee .- Vou may remember an Italian mi- 
niſter called Gr a- teſta, or Great- head, 
though in fact he had ſcarce any head at 
all. That nation has, likewiſe, it's 
SForxat, Malateſtas, Boccanigras, Por- 
cinas, Giudices ; it's Colonnas, Murato- 
#95, Medicis, and Gozzi—FEnd:avwuurs, 
Chuckle-heads, Black Muzzles, Hogs, 
Judges, Pillars, Maſons, Leeches, and 
Ch aig 8 Spain has it's Almobædas, 
Girones, Utreras, Urſinas, and Zapatas ; 
ſignifying - Cu/dions, Gores, . Bullocks, 
Bears, and Sippers. The Turks, in 
other reſpects a ſenſible people, fall into 
the ſame extravagance, with reſpect to 
the inheritance of ſurnames. An Ar- 
menian merchant, to whom I once be- 
longed- at Aleppo, uſed to dine at the 
houſe of a cook whoſe name was Clock- 
maler; and the handſomeſt Ichoglan in 
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David Drinkwater was ordered to be 


whititer at Fulham, for a rape on the 


3 


the Baſhaw's ſeraglio was ſurnamed 
Crook-back. If we may believe the kit, 
torian Buck, there was the ſame impro- 

riety in the ſame epithet beitowed upon 
Richard III. king of England, who, he 
ſays, was one of the beſt- made men of 
the age in which he lived: but here I 
muſt contradi& the ſaĩd Buck, from my 
own knowledge. Richard had, un- 
doubtedly, one ſhoulder higher than the 
other, and his left-arm was a little 
ſhrunk and contrafted: but, notwith- 
ſtanding the ungracious colours in which 
he has been drawn. by the flatterers of 
the houſe of Lancafter, I can aſſure thee, 
Peacock, that Richard was a prince of a 
very agreeable aſpect, and excelled in 
every perſonal accompliſhment ; neither 
was his heart a ſtranger to the ſofier 
paſſions of tenderneſs and pity. The 
very night that preceded the fatal battle 
of Boſworth, in which he loſt bis life, 
he went in diſguiſe to the houſe of a 
farmer in the neighbourhood, to viſit an 
infant ſon there boarded, who was the 
fruit of an amour between him and a 
young lady of the firſt condition. Upon 
this occaſion, he embraced the child wih 
all the marks of paternal affection, and 
doubtful of the iſſue of the approaching 
battle, ſhed a flood of tears at parting . 
from him, after having recommended 
him to the particvlar care of his nui ſe, to 
whom he gave money and jewels to a 
conſiderable valve. After the cataſtro- 
phe of Richard this houſe was plunder- 
ed, and the nurſe with duficulty eſcaped. 
to another part of the country; but as 
the enemies of Richard now prevailed, 
ſhe never durſt reveal the ſecret of the 
boy's birth; and he was bred up as her 


-own ſon to the trade of brick-laying, ia 


which character he lived and died in an 
advanced age at London. — Moreover, 


it is but juſtice in me, who conſlit. ted 
part of ont᷑ of Richard's yeomen of the 


guard, to aſſure thee that this prince 
was not ſo wicked and cruel as he has 
been repreſented. The only ſhare br: 
had in the death of his brother Clarence, 
was his forbearing to interpoſe in the 
behalf ef that prince with their eider 
brother King Edward IV. who, in fact, 
was the greateſt brute of the whole fa- 
mily: neither did he poiſon his own 


* The general taking a ſolitary walk in the evening, was | queſtioned by a ſentinc!, and 


anſwered Va la voir," 


general, wag fell dead on the ſpot, 


The ſoldier taking the words in the lit-ral ſenſe, repeated the 
challenge: he was anſwered in the ſame manner; and being 


att: onted, fixed upon the 
wife; 
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wife; nor employ aſſaſſins to murder his 
two nephews in the Tower. Both the 
= were given 1 Np ud in charge to 
a German , a with directions to breed 
them up us his own children, in a re- 
mote country aud the eldeſt died of a 
fever at Embden, and the other atter- 
wards appeared as claimant of the Eng- 
liſh crown :—all the world knows how 
he finiſhed his career under the name of 
Perkin Warbeck.- 80 much for the 
abuſe of ſurnames, in the inveſtigation 
of which I might nave uſed thy own bh 
way of illuſtration; for, if der —— 

tion were put to the rack, t 

wh not de able to — any tolerable __ 
ſon why thou ſhouldeſt be called Peacock 
rather than Crablouſe.—But it is now 
high time to return to the thread of our 
narration. Taycho, having conſidered 
the liſt of officers, without finding one 
name which implied any active virtue, 
reſolved that the choice ſhould: depend 


upon accident. He huſtled them all to- 


R in his cap, and putting in his 
at random, drew forth that of 
Hob-nob; a perſon who had grown old 
in obſcurity, without ever having found 
an opportunity of being concerned in 
actual ſervice. His very name was ut- 
terly unknown to Fika-kaka; and this 
circumſtance the orator conſidered as a 
lucky omen; for the Cuboy had ſuch a 
remarkable knack at finding out the 
leaſt qualified ſubjects, and overlooking 
merit, his new colleague concluded, (not 
without ſome ſhadow of reaſon) that 
Hob-nob's being unknown to the prime 
miniſter was a fort of negative pre- 
famption in favour of his character. 
This officer was accordingly placed at 


the head of an armament, and ſent 


againſt the iſland of Thin-quo, in the 
conqueſt of which he was to be ſupport- 
ed by a ſquadron of Fung already in 
- thoſe latitudes, under the mmand of 
the chief He-Rbumn. ©, | 

The voyage was performed without 
loſs: the troops were landed without op- 
poſition. They had already advanced to- 
wards a riſing · ground, which command- 
ed the principal town of the iſland, and 
He- Rhumn had offered to land and draw 
the artillery by the mariners of his ſqua- 
dron, when Hob-nob had a dream which 
diſconcerted all his meaſures. He dream- 
ed that he entertained all the iſlanders in 
the remple of the White Horſe; and that 
his own grand-mother did the honours 
ot the * Indeed he could not have 


* 


performed a greater act of charity; for 
they were literally in danger of periſhing 
by famine, Having conlulted his inter- 
preter on this extraordinary dream, he 
was given to underſtand that the omen 
was unjucky; that if he perſiſted in his 
hoſtilities, he himſelf would be taken pri- 
ſoner, and offered up as a ſacrifice to the 
idol of the place: While he raminzted-oh 
this unfavourable reſponſe, the princi 

inhabitants of the iſland aſſembled, in 
order to deliberate upon their own de- 
plorable fituations They had neither 
troops, arms, 'fortfications, nor provi- 
ſion, and deſpaired of ſupplies, as the 
fleet of Japan ſurrounded the iflandy/ Ih 
this emergency, they determined to ſub- 
mit without oppoſition, and appointed a 
deputation to go aud make a tender of 
the iſland to General Hob-nob. This 


deputationg preceded by white flags of 


trace, the Japaneſe commander no iooner 
deſtried, than he thought upon the inter- 


pretation of his dream. He miſtavk the 


deputies with their white flags for the 
Bonzas of the idol to which he was to be 
ſacrificed; - and, being ſorely troubled in 
mind, ordered he troops to be imme- 
diutely re- embarked, notwithſtanding the 
exhortations of He- Rhumn, and the re- 
monſtrances of Rha-rin-tumm, the ſe- 
cond in command, who uſed a number of 
arguments to diſſuade him from his pur- 
poſe: The deputics ſeeing the enemy in 
motion, made a halt, and after they were 
fairly on board, returned to the town, 
ſinging hymns in praiſe of the idol Fo, 
who, they imagined, had confounded the 
underſtanding of the Japaneſe general. 
The attempt upon Thin-quo having 


thus miſcarried, Hob-nob declared he - 


would return to Japan; but was with 
great difficulty perſuaded by the com- 
mander of the Fune and his own ſecond, 
to make a deſcent upon another iftand 
belonging tothe Chineſe, called u e, 
where they aſſured him he wouldrneet with 
no oppoſition, As he had no dream to 
deter him from this attempt, he ſuffered 
himſelf to be perſnaded, and actually 
made good his landing: but the horror 
occaſioned by the apparition of his grand- 
mother had made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon his mind, as affected the conttitu- 
tion of his body. Before he was vifited 
by another ſuch viſion, ke ſickened end 
died; and in conſequence of his death, 
Rha-rin-tumm and He-Rhumn made a 
conqueſt of theifland of Qa- chu, which 
was much more valuable than „ 
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the firſt and ſole object of the expedition. 
When the firſt news of this ſecond de- 
ſcent arrived in Japan, the miniſtry were 
in the utmoſt confuſion. Mr. Orator 
Taycho did not ſcruple to declare that 
General Hob-nob had miſbchaved; firft 
m relinquiſhing Thin-quo, upon ſuch 
a frivolous pretence as the ſuppoſed ap- 
parition of an old woman; ſecondly, in 
attempting the conqueſt of another place, 
which was not ſo much as mentioned in 
his inſtructions. The truth is, the im- 
portance of Qua- chu was not known to 
the cabinet of Japan. Fika-kaka believ- 
ed it was ſome place on the continent of 
Tartary, and exclaimed in a violent 
paſhon—* Rot the blockhead, Hob-nob; 
© he l have an army of Chineſe on his 
© back-in a twinkling!* When the pre- 
ſident Soo-ſan-ſin-o o aſſured him that 
„ was a rich iſland at an immenſe 
diſkance from the continent of Tartary, 
the Cuboy inſiſted upon Kiſſing his ex- 
cellency's poſteriors for the agreeable in- 
formation he had received. In a few 
weeks arrived the tidings of the iſland's 
being totally reduced by Rha-rin-tumm 
and He-Rhumn. Then the conqueit was 
publiſhed throughout the empire of Ja- 
pan with erery circumſtance of exaggera- 
tion. The blatant beaſt brayed er 
The rites of Fakku- baſi were celebrated 
with unuſual ſolemnity ; and hymns of 
triumph were ſung to the glory of the great 
Taycho. Even the Cuboy arrogated-to 
timſelf fomeſhareof the honour gained by 
this expedition; inaſmuch as the general 
Rha-rin-tumm was the brother of his 
friend Mr. Secretary No-bo-dy. Fika- 
kaka gave a grand entertainment at his 
palace, where he appeared crowned with 
a garland of the TN bra ba, or laurel 

Japan: and eat ſo much of the ſoup of 
Fombu or famous & oa lo neſt, that he 
was for three days troubled with flatu- 
lencies and indigeſtion. 

In the midſt of all this feſtivity, the 
emperor ſtill growled and grumbled 
about Veſſo. His new ally Brut- an tiffi 
had met with a variety of fortune, and 
even ſuffered ſome ſhocks, which Orator 
Taycho, with all bis art, could not keep 
from the knowledge of the Dairo. He 
had been ſeverely drubbed by the Mant- 
choux, who had adyanced for that pur- 
poſe even to his court» yard: but this was 
nothing in compar 
from which he had a hair-breadth ſcape. 
The Great Than had employed one of 
his moſt wily and enterpritiug chiefs to 
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ſeize Brut · an- tiffi by ſurprize, that he 
might be brought to juſtice, and exe- 
cuted as a felon and perturbator of the 
publick peace. Kunt-than, who was the 
partizan piiched upon for this ſervice, 
ges a thouſand ſtratagems to decoy 

rut an: tiffi into a careleſs ſecurity; but 
he was ſtill baffled by the vigilance of 
Yam-a-Kheit, a famous ſoldier of for- 
tune, who had engaged in the ſervice of 
the outlawed Tartar. At length the op- 
portunity offered, when this captain was 
tent out to lay the country under contri- 
bution. Then Kunt-than marching ſolely 
in the dead of night, caught Brut-an- 
tifi napping. He might have ſlain him 
upon the ſpot; but his orders were to 
take him alive, that he might be made a 
publick example; accordingly, his cen« 
tinels being diſpatched, he was pulled 
out of bed, and his hands were 5. 
ticd with cords, like thoſe of a common 
malefactor, when, by his roaring and 

ellowing, he gave the alarm to Yam- 
a-Kheit, who chanced to be in the neigh- 
bournood, returning from his excurſion, 
He made all the haſte he could, and came 
up in the very nick of time to fave his 
matter, He fell upon the party of Kunt- 


than with ſuch fury, that they were fain 


to quit their prey: then he cut the fetters - 
of Brut-an-t:ſh, who took to his heels and 
fled with incredible expedition, leaving 
bis preſerver in the 'mid{ of his enemies, 
by whom he -was overpowered, ſtruck 
from his horſe, and trampled to death. 
The grateful Tartar not only deſerted 
this brave captain in ſuch extremity, but 
he alſo took care to aſperſe his memory, 
by inſinuating that Yam-a-Kheit had 
undertaken to watch him while he took 
his repoſe, and had himſelf fallen afles 
upon his poſt, by which neglect of duty 
the O:trog had been enabled to penetrate 
into his quarters. Tis an ill wind that 
blows no- body good - the ſame diſaſter 
that deprived him of a good officer, af- 
forded him an opportunity to ſhift the 
blame of neglect from his own ſhoulders 
to thoſe of a perſon who could not an- 
twer for bimſelf. In the ſame manner, 
your general A——y aequitted himſelf 
of the charge of miſcondu& for the at- 
tack of T——3, by accuſing his en- 
gineer, who, having fallen in the batile, 
could vot contradict his aſſertion. In re- 
ard to the affair with the Mantchoux, 
rut · an tiffi was reſolved to ſwear truth 
out of Tartary by meredint of impudence. 
In the very article of running way, be 


begay 
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n to gate the of the great 
es de had obtained. He ſent the 


Dairo a circumſtantial detail of his own 
r and expatiated upon the cowar- 
ice of the Mantchoux, who he ſaid had 
vaniſhed from him like quickfilver, at 
the very ti hen they were quietly 
felled of the feld of battle, and he 
imſelf was calling upon the mountains 
to cover him. It muſt have been in 
Imitation of this great original that the 
InſpeRor, ef tympanitical memory, aſſur- 
ed thepublick in one of his lucubrations, 
that a certain tall Hibernian was afraid 
of looking him in the face; becauſe the 
aid poltroon had kicked his breech the 
night before in preſence of five hundred 


le. 

Fortune had now abandoned the Chi- 
neſe in good earneſt.” Two ſquadrons of 
their Fune had been ſucceſſtvely taken, 
deſtroyed, or diſperſed, by the Japaneſe 
commanders Or-nbos and Faf-khan; and 
they had loſt ſuch a number of ſingle 
. that they were ſcarce able to keep 
the ſea. On the coaſt of Africa they were 
'driven from the ſettlement of Kho-rhe, 
by the commander Kha- fell. In the ex- 
ereniity of Aſia, they had an army totally 
defeated by the Japaneſe captain Khutt- 
whang, and many of their ſettlements 
were taken. In Fatſiſſio, they loſt another 
battle to Yan-oni, and divers ſtrong 
holds. In the neighbourhood of Veſſo, 
"Bron- xi- tic, who commanded the mer- 
cenary army of Japan on that continent, 
had been obliged to retreat before the 
* Chineſe from poſt to pillar, till at len gthhe 
found it abſolutely neceſſary to maintain 
dis poſition, even at the 2 of bein 
"attacked by the enemy, that outnumbere 
bim greatly. He choſe an advantageous 
Poſt, where he thought himielf {ec ure, 
and went to fleep at his uſual time of 
"reſt, The Chineſe general reſolving to 
beat up his quarters in the night, ſelefted 
a body of horſe for that 8 and put 

"them in motion accordingly. It was 
happy for Bron-xi-tic that this detach- 
ment fell upon a quarter where there hap- 
pened to be a kennel! of Japaneſe dogs, 
» which are as famous as the bull-dogs of 

England. Theſe animals, ever on the 
Watch, not only gave the alarm, but at 
* the ſame time fell upon the Chineſe 
horſes with ſuch impetuoſity, that the 
enemy were diſordered, and had actually 
ned before Bron-xi-tic could bring up 
his troops to action. All that he ſaw of 
ths battle, when he came up, was a final! 


number of killed and wounded, and the 
cavalry of the enemy ſcampering off in 
confuſion, though at a great diſtance from 
the field. No matter —he found means 
to paint this famous battle of Myn- than 
in ſuch colours as dazzled the weak eye- 
ſight of the Japaneſe monſter, which bel. 
lowed hoarſe applauſe through all it's 
throats; and in it's hymns of triumph, 
equalled Bron-xi-tic even to the uncon- 
com Brut-an-tifh, which laſt, about 

1s time, received at his own door ano- 
ther beating from the Mantchoux, ſo ſe- 
vere that he lay for ſome time without 
exhibiting an . of life; and, indeed, 
owed his ſafety to a very extraordinary 
circumſtance. An Oſtrog chief called 
Llha- dahn, who had reinforced the Mant- 
choux with a very conſiderable body of 
horſe before the battle, inſiſted upon car- 
rying off the carcaſe of Brut · an- tiffi, that 
it might be hung up en a gibbet in fer- 
rorem, before the pavilion of the great 
Khan. The general of the Mantchoux, 
on the other hand, declared he would 
have it flayed upon the ſpot, and the ſkin 
ſent as a trophy to his ſovereign. This 
diſpute produced a great deal of abufe 
betwixt thoſe barbarians; and it was witli 
great difficulty. ſome of their inferior 
chiefs, who were wiſer than themſelves, 
prevented them from going by the ears 
together. In a word, the confuſion and 
anarchy that enſued, afforded an oppor- 
tunity to one of Brut-an-tiffi's partizans 
to ſteal away the body of his maſter, 
whom the noiſe of the conteſt had juſt 
rouzed from his ſwoon. Llha-dahn'per- 
ceiving he was gone, rode off in diſguſt 
with al his cavalry; and the Mantchonx, 
inſtead of following the blow, made a re- 
trograde motion towards their own coun- 
try, whick allowed Brut-an-tiffi time to 
breathe. Three ſucceſſive difaſters'of this 
kind would have been ſufficient to lower 
the militarycharacter of any warrior, in the 
opinion of any publick that judged from 
their own ſenſes and reflection; but, by 
this time, the Japaneſe had quietly re- 


ſigned all their natural perceptions, and 


paid the moſt implicit faith to every ar- 
ticle broached by their apoſtle Taycho. 
The more it ſeemed to contradi&t com- 
mion reaſon and common evidence, the 
more greedily was it fwallowed' as a 
myſterious dogma of the potitical creed. 


Taycho then aſſured them that the whole 


army of the Mantchonux was put to the 


ſword; and that Bron-xi-tic would carry 


the war, within three weeks, into the 
| heart 
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heart of China; he gave them goblets of 
horſe-blood from Myn-than, and tickled 
their ears and their noſes: they ſnorted 
approbation, licked his toes, and ſunk 
into a profound lethargy. 

From this, however, they were ſoon 
arrouſed by unwelcome tidings from 
Fatſiſſio. Vaff- rai had proceeded in his 
route until he was ſtopped by a vaſt lake, 
which he could not poſhibly traverſe with- 
aut boats, cork-jackets, or ſome ſuch ex- 
pedient, which could not be ſupplied for 
that campaign. Ya-loff had failed up 
the river to 88 which he found 
ſo ſtrongly fortified by nature, that it 
ſeemed raſhneſs even to attempt a land- 
ing, eſpecially in the face of an enemy 
more numerous than his own detach- 
ment. Land, however, hedid, and even 
attacked a fortified camp of the Chineſe; 
but, in ſpite of all his efforts, he was re- 
pulſed with conſiderable flaughter. He 
jent an account of this milcarriage to 
Taycho, giving him to underſtand, at 


the ſame time, that he had received no 


intelligence of Y aff-rai's motions ; that 
his troops were greatly diminiſhed ; that 
the ſeaſon was too far advanced to keep 
the field much longer ; and that nothing 
was left them but a choice of difficulties, 
every one of which ſeemed more inſur- 
mountable than another. Taycho hav- 
ing deliberated on this ſubject, thought 
it was neceſſary to prepare the monſter 
for the worſt that could happen, as he 
now expected to hear by the firſt oppor- 
tunity, that the grand expedition of Fat- 
ſiſſio had totally miſcarried. He reſolved 
therefore to throw the blame upon the 
ſheulders of Ya-loff and Yatf-rai, and 
ſtigmatize them as the creatures of Fika- 
kaka, who had neither ability to compre- 
hend the inſtructions he had given, nor 
reſolution to execute the plan he had pro- 
Jetted, For this purpoſe he aſcended the 
roſtrum, and with a rueful length of face 
opened his harangue upon the defeat of 

a-loff, The Hydra no ſooner under- 
ſtood that the troops of Japan had been 
diſcomfited, than it was Eized with a 


kind of hyſteric fit, and uttered a yell fo 


loud and horrible, that the blind-fold 
Dairo trembled in the moſt internal re- 
celſes of his palace: the Cuboy Fika- 
kaka had ſuch a profuſe evacuation, that 
the diſcharge is ſaid to have weighed five 
Boll-ah, equal to eight and forty pounds 
taree ounces and two penny-weight aver- 
dupois of Great Britain, Even Taycho 
himſelf was diſcompoſed.—In vain he 
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reſented the draught of yeaſt, and the 
— of Wed yam his pipery 
vothed the ears, and his tall fellows 
tickled the noſe of the blatant beaſt. It 
continued to howl and grin, and gnaſh 
it's teeth, and writhe ictelf into a thous 
ſand contortions, as if it had been trou- 
bled with that twiſting of the guts called 
the iliac paſſion. Taycha began to think 
it's caſe —— and ſent for the Dai- 
ro's chief phyſician, who preſcribed a 
glyſter of the diſtilled ſpirit analogous to 
your Geneva; but no apothecary nor 
old woman in Meaco would undertake 
to adminiſter it on any conſideration, the 
— was ſuch a filihy, aukward, lub- 
rly, unmanageable beaſt. If what 
comes from it's mouths, ſaid they, 
© be ſo foul, virulent, and peſtilential, 
© how nauſeous, poiſonous, and intole- 
© rable, mult that be which takes the o- 
© thercourſe? When Taytho's artand 
foreſight were at a ſtand, accident came 
to his aſſiſtance. A courier arrived, pre- 
ceded by twelve poſtilions blowing 
horns; and he brought the news that 


Quib-quab was taken. The Orator com- 


manded them to place their horns with- 
in as many of the monſter's long ears, 
and blow with all their might, until it 
ſhould exhibit ſome ſigns of hearing. 
The experiment ſucceeded. The Hy- 
dra waking from it's trance, opened it's 
eyes; and Taycho _ this opportu- 
nity, hollowed in his loudeſt tone 
* Quib-quab is taken. This note be+ 
ing repeated, the heafſt ſtarted up; then, 
railing itſelf on it's hind legs, began to 
wag it's tail, to friſk and fawn, to lick 
Taycho's ſweaty focks : in ſine, crouch- 
ing on it's belly, it took the Orator on 
it's back, and proceeding through the 
ſtreets of Meaco, brayed aloud—* Mak 

« way for the divine Taychol Make way 
for the conqueror of Qu1b-=quab !'— 
But the gallant Ya-loff, the real conque+ 
ror of Quib-quab, was no more. He 
fell in the battle by which the conqueſt 
was atchieved, yet not before he ſaw 
victory declare in his favour. He had 
made incredible efforts to ſurmount the 
di:hiculties that ſurrounded him. At 
length he found means to icale a perpen- 
dicular rock, which the enemy had left 
unguarded, on the ſuppoſition that na · 
ture had made it inacceſſible. This ex · 
ploit was performed in the night, and in 
the morning the Chineſe ſaw his troops 
drawn up in order of battle on the plains 
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line the trial; and in a little time both 
armies were en The conteſt, how- 
ever, was not of long duration, though 
it proved fatal to the general on each 
ſide.— Va- loff being lain, the command 
devolved upon Tohn- ſyn, who purſued 
the enemy to the walls of Quib-quab, 
which was next day ſurrendered to him 
by capitulation. Nothing was now ſeen 
and heard in the capital but jubilee, tri- 
umph, and intoxication; and, indeed, 
the nation had not for ſome centuries 
feen ſuch an occaſion for joy and ſatis- 
faction. The only perſon that did not 
heartily rejoice was the Dairo Got-hama- 
baba. By this time he was ſo Tarta- 
niſed, that he grudged his ſubjects eye- 
ry advantage obtained in Fatſiſſio; and 
when Fika-kaka hobbled up tohim with 
tue news of the victory, inſtead of ſalut- 
ing him with the kick of approbation, 
he turned his back upon him, ſaying 
© Boh! boh! What do you tell me of 
6 —— The damned Chineſe are 
© ſtill on the frontiers of Veſſo. As to 
the beaſt, it was doemed to undergo a 
variety of agi ation. It's preſent gam- 
bols were-interrupted by a freſt alarm 
from China. It was reported that two 
| gre armaments were equipped for a 
ble deſcent upon the dominions of 
Japan: that one of theſe had already 
failed north about for the iſland of Xi- 
coco, to make a diverſion in favour of 
the other, which, being the molt conſi - 
derable, was deſigned for the ſouthern 
doaſt of Japan, Thels tidings, which 
were not without foundation, had ſuch 
_ anefteQ upon the multitudinous monſter, 
that it was firſt of all ſeized with an 
univerſal ſhivering. It's teeth chat- 
tered lo loud, that the found was heard 
at the diſtance of half a league; and 
for lame time it was ſtruck dumb. Dur- 
wg this paroxyſm it crawled filent- 
ly on it's belly to a ſand-hill juſt with- 
out the walls of Meaco, and began to 
ſcratch the earth with great engerneſs 
and perſeverance. Some people imagined 
was digging for gold: but the truth 
is, the beaſt was making a hole to hide 
. Kfelf from the enemy, whom it durſt not 
Dok in the face; for, it muit he obſerved 
of this beaſt, it was equally timorous and 
cruel; equally cowaially and inſolent. 


SD hard it laboured at this cavern, that 
it had actually burrowed itſelf all but the 
tul,when it's good angel Taychowhittled 
it out, with the news of anqther com- 
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ly exceeded the Japaneſe, they did not 


pleat — 7 gained over the Chineſe at 
ſea, by the Sey-ſeo-gun Phal-khan, who 
had ſure enough diſcom fited or deſtroyed 
the great armament of the enemy. As 
for the other ſmall ſquadron which had 
ſteered a northerly conrſe to Xicoco, it 
was encountered, defeated, taken, and 
brought into the harbours of Japan, by 
three light Fune, under the command of 
a young chief called Hel-y-otte, who 
happened to be cruiſing on that part of 
the coaſt, The beaſt hearing Taycho's 
auſpicious whiſtle, crept - out with it's 
buttocks foremoſt, and having done him 
homage in the uſual ſtile, began to react 
it's former extravagancies. It now con- 
ſidered this demagogue as the ſupreme 
giver of all „and adored him ac- 
cordingly. The apoſtle Bupo was no 
longer invoked. The teraple of Fak- 
kubaſi was almoſt forgotten; and the 
Bonzas were univerſally deſpiſed, The 
rm of the prophet Taycho had ſwal- 
owed up all other worſhip, Let us en- 
quire how far he merited this adoration 2 
how juſtly the unparalleled ſucceſs of this 
year was aſcribed to his conduct and 
ſagaeity. Kho-rhe was taken by Kha- 
fell, and Quib-quab by Va-loff and 
Tohn-ſyn. land, the Chineſe were 
defeated in Fathfſio by Yan-o-niz in the 
extremity of Aſia, by Khutt-whang; 
and in Tartary, by the Japaneſe bull- 


dogs, without command of direction. 


At ſea one of their ſquadrons had been 
deſtroyed by Or- nbos; a ſecond by Faſ- 
khan; a third was taken by Hel-y-otte; 
a fourth was worſted and put to flight in 
three ſucceſſive engagements near the 
land of Kamt-fchatka, by the chief Bha- 
kakh; and their grand armament dex, 
feated by the Sey-ſeo-gun Phal-khan, 
But Kha-fell was a ſtranger to Orator 
Taycho: Ya-loff he had never ſeen: the 
bull-dogs had been collected at random 
from the ſhambles of Meaco: he had 
never heard of Yan-o-ni's name, till he 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his firſt victory; 
nor did he know there was any ſuch per- 
fon as Khutt-whang exiſting. As for Or- 
nbos, Faſ-khan, Phal-khan, and Bha- 
kakh, they had been Sey-ſeo-gums in 
conſtant employment under the former 
adminiſtration; and the youth Hel-y- 
otte owed his promotion to the intereſt 
of his own family. But it may be al- 
ledged that Taycho projected in his 
cloſet thoſe plans that were crowned 
with ſucceſs. We have ſeen how he mu: 
ulated aud frittered the original ſeheme 
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pf the eampaign in Fatſiſſio, ſo as to 
eave It at the caprice of Fortune, The 
reduction of Kho-rhẽ was part of the de- 
ſign formed by the Banyan Thum- 
umm- qua, which Taycho did all that 
lay in his power to render abortive. The 
plan of operations in the extremity of 
artary, he did not pretend to meddle 
with; it was the concern of the officers 
appointed by the trading company there 
ſettled; and as to the advantages obtain- 
ed at ſea, they naturally reſulted from the 
diſpoſition of cruizes, made and regu- 
lated by the board of Sey-ſco-gun-ſealty, 
with which no miniſter ever interfered, 
He might, indeed, have recalled the 
chiefs and officers whom he found al- 
ready appointed when he took the reins 
of adminiſtration, and filled their places 
with others of his own chooſing. How 
far he was qualified to make ſuch a 
choice, and plan new expeditions, ap- 
pon from the adventures of the generals 
e did appoint; Moria-tanti, who was 
deterred from landing by a perſpective 
view of whiſkers; Hylib-bib, who left 
his rear in the lurch, and Hob-nob, who 
made ſuch a maſterly retreat from the 
ſuppoſed Bonzas of Thin quo. Theſe 
three were literally commanders of his 
dywn creation, employed in executin 
ſchemes of his own projecting; and theſe 
three were the only generals he made, 
and the only military plans he projected, 
if we except the grand ſcheme of ſub- 
ſidizing Brut-an-tifi, and forming an 
army of one hundred thouſand men in 
. for the defence of the farm 
of Veſſo. Things being ſo circumſtanced, 
it may be eaſily conceived that the Orator 
could aſk nothing which the Mobile 
would venture to refuſe; and indeed, he 
tried his influence to the utmoſt ſtretch; 
he milked the dugs of the monſter till the 
blood came. For the ſervice of the enſu- 
ing year, he ſqueezed from them near 
twelve millions of obans, amounting to 
near twenty- four millions ſterling, about 
four times as much as had, ever been 
raiſed by the empire of Japan in any for- 


mer war, But, by this time, Taycho was 


become not only a convert to the ſyſtem 


of Tartary, which he had formerly pr: 
Tecuted, but alſo an enthuſiaſt in love 


and admiration of Brut-an-tith, who had 


lately wy. him his poetical works in a 
preſent. 


his, however, would have been 
of no uſe, as he could not read them, had 
not he diſcovered they were printed on a 


very fine, ſoft, ſmooth Chineſe paper 
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made of ſilk, which he happily converted 
to another fundamental purpoſe. In re- 
turn for this compliment, the Orator ſer t 


him a bullock's horn bound with braſs, 


value fifteen pence, which - had long 
ſerved him as a pitch-pipe when he made 
haranguestothe Mobile—it was the ſame 
kind of inſtrument which Horace de- 
ſcribes ; Tibia vincta orichalco: and pray 
take notice, Peacock, this was the only 
preſent Taycho ever beſtowed on any 
man, woman, or child, through the 
whole courſe of his life, I mean out of 
his own pocket ; for he was extremely 
liberal of the public money, in his ſub- 
ſidies to the Tartar chiefs, and in the 
proſecution of the war upon that conti- 
nent. The orator was a genius fſelf- 
taught without the help of human in- 
ſtitution. He affected to undervalue all 
men of literary talents; and the only 
book. he ever read with any degree of 
pleaſure, was a collection of rhapſodies 
reached by one Ab-ren-thi, an obſcure 
anatic Bonza, a native of the iſland 
Xicoco. Certain it is, Nature ſeemed 


to have produced him for the ſole pur- 


ſe of faſcinating the mob, and endued 
im with faculties accordingly. 

Notwithſtanding all his efforts in be- 
half of the Tartarianſcheme, the Chineſe 
ſill lingered on the frontiers of Veſſo. 
The views of the court of Pekin exactiy 
coincided with the intereſt of Bron-xi- 
tic, the mercenary general of Japan, 
The Chineſe, confounded at the un- 
heard - of ſucceſs of the Japaneſe in Fat 
ſiſſio and other parts of the globe, and 
extremely mortified at the deſtruction 
of their fleets aud the ruin of their 
commerce, ſaw no other way of diſ- 
treſſing the enemy, but that of pro- 
longing the war on the continent of 
Tartary, which they could ſupport for 
little more than their ordinary expence; 
whereas Japan could not maintain it 
without contracting yearly immenſe loads 
of debt, which — have cruſhed it at 
the long-run. It was the buſineſs of 
the Chineſe, therefore, not to finiſh the 
war in Tartary by taking the farm of 
Yello, becauſe, in that caſe, the annual 
expence of it would have been ſaved to 
Japan; but to keep it alive by forced 
marches, predatory excurſions, and un- 
deciſive — and this was preciſely 
the intereſt of General Bron-xi-tic, who 
in the continuance of the war enjoyed 
the continuance of all his emoluments, 
All chat he had to do, then, was to furniſh 
H 2 Taycho 
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do from time to time with a caſk of 
human blood, for the entertamment of 
the blatant beaſt; and — ſend — — few 
horſetails, as ies © ended vic- 
tories, to be yr befole the monſtet 
in its holiday ions. He and the 
ineſe general ſeemed to act in concert. 
No vanced and retreated in their 
turns betwixt two given — — 
campaign always ended on the ſame ſpot 
where 4 4 The only difference 
between them was in the motives of their 
conduct; the Chineſe commander acted 
for the benefit of his ſovereign, and 
Bron-xi-tic aQed for his own. | 
The continual danger to which the 
farm of Yefſſo was _— produced 
fach upprehenſions and chagrin in the 
mind of the Dairo Got-hama-baba, that 
his health began to decline. He neg- 
leded his food and his rattle, and no 
longer took any pleaſure in kicking the 
Cuboy. He frequently muttered ejacu- 
tations' about the farm of Veſſo: nay, 
brice of twice, in the tranſ] of his 
tence, he pulled the bandage from 
his eyes, and curſed Taycho in the Tar- 
tarian language. At length he fell into 
a lethargy, and even when rouſed a little 
blifters arid cauſtics, ſeemed inſenſible 
thing that was done about 
kim. & bliſters were raiſed by burn · 
ing the moxa upon his ſcalp. The 
of mcnoti was alſo _ in a 
erz and the operation of acupunc- 
or called Senkei, performed without 
effet. His diſorder was ſo ſtubborn, 
that the Cuboy began to think he was 
bewitched, and ſufpected Taycho of 
Traving practiſed ſorcery on his ſovereign. 
He communicated this ſuſpicion to Mu- 
ra-clami, who ſhook his head, and ad- 
viſed that, with the Orator's good leave, 
the council ſhould be conſulted, Tay- 
cho, who had gained an abſolute empire 
-over the mind of the Dairo, and could 
not foreſee how his intereſt might ſtand 
with his ſucceſſor, was heartily diſpoſed 
to coucur in any feaſible experiment for 
the recovery of Got-hama-baba : he 
therefore conſented that the mouths of 


te council ſhould be unpadlocked pro 
* bac vice, and the members were aſſem- 


bled without delay ; with this expreſs 
ran, however, that they were to con- 
"ine thur deliberations to the ſubhject of 
the Dairo and his diſtemper. By this 


time the phyſicians had diſcovered the 


cauſe of the diſorder, which was no other 
than his being ſtung by a poiſonous in - 
led produced in the land of Veſſo, ana- 
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logons to the tarantula, which is ſaid to 
do ſo much miſchief in ſome paris of 
Apuglia, as we are told by lian, Epi- 
—— Ferdinandus, and Baglivi. In 
th caſes the only effectual remedy was 
mufic ; and now the council was called 
to determine what ſort of muſic ſhould 
be adminiſtered. You muſt know, Pea- 
cock, the Japaneſe are but indifferently 
filled in this art, though, in general, they 
affect to be connoiſſeurs. are ut- 
terly ignorant of the theory, and in the 
ice are excelled by all their neigh- 
urs, che Tartars not excepted. For 
my own part, I ſtudied muſic und 
Pythagoras at Crotona. He found the 
ſcale of ſeven tones imperfe&, and added 
the octave as a fixed, ſenſible, and intel - 
ligent termination of an interval, which 
included every poſſible diviſion, and de- 
termined all the relative differences of 
ſounds : beſides he taught us how to ex- 
= the oftave by one-half, &c. &c. 

t why ſhould I talkto thee of the an- 
tient digramma, the genera, &c. of mu- 
fic, which with their colours, were con- 
ſtructed by a divifion of the diateſſaron. 
Thou att too dull and ignorant to com- 

end the chromatic ies, the con- 

Tion of the tetrachord, the Phrygian, 
the Lydian, and other modes of the an- 
tient muſic : and for diſtinction of ear, 
thou mighteſt be juſtly ranked among 
the braying tribe that graze along the 
ditches of Tottenham Court or Hockley- 
i'the-hole. I know that nothing exhi- 
larates thy ſpirits fo much as a ſonata. 
on the ſalt-box, or a concert of marrow- 
bones and leavers, The ears of the 
Japaneſe were much of the ſame texture; 
and their mufic was ſuited to their ears. 
They neither excelled in the melopceia, 
and rythm or cadence ; nor did they 
know any thing of the true ſcience of 
harmony, compoſitions in parts, and 
thoſe combinations of ſounds, the in- 
vention of which, with the improvement. 
of the ſcale, is erroneouſly aſcribed to a 
Benedictine monk. The truth is, the an- 
tients underſtood compoſition perfectly 
well. Their ſcale was founded upon per- 
fect conſonances : they were remarkabl 
nice in tempering ſounds, and had re- 
duced their intervals and concords to ma- 
thematical demonſtration. 

But, to jetvru to the counci}of Twen- 
ty-eight, they convened in the ſame 
apartment where the Dairo lay; and 
as the buſineſs was to determine what 
Kind of muſic was moſt likely to make 
au impreſſion upon his organs, every 
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member came provided with his expe- 
dient. Firſt and foremoſt, Mr. Orator 
Taycho pronounced an oration upon the 
excellences of the land of Veſſo, of ener- 
y (as the Cuboy faid) ſufficient to draw 
ihe moon from her ſphere; it drew no- 
thing, however, from the patient but a 
fingle groan : then the Fatzman cauſed 
2a drum to beat, without producing any 
effect at all upon the Dairo; though it 
deprived the whole council of their hear- 
ing for ſome time. The third eſſay was 
made by Fika-kaka; firſt with a rattle, 
and then with tongs and gridiron, 
which laſt was his favourite muſic ; but 
here it failed, to his great ſurprize and 
conſternation. Sti-phi-ram-poo brought 
the crier of his court to promulgate a de- 
cree againſt Veſſo, in a voice that is wont 
to make the culprit tremble; but the 
Dairo was found Ignoramus. Nin- 
com- po blew a blaſt with a kind of 
boatſwain's whiſtle, which diſcompoſed 
the whole audience without affecting the 
emperor. Fokh-ſfi-rokhu ſaid he would 
his imperial majeſty with a ſound 
which he had always been known to pre- 
fer to every other ſpecies of muſic; 
and pulling out a huge purſe of golden 
obans, began to chink them in his ear. 
This experiment ſo far ſucceeded, that 
the Dairo was perceived to ſmile, and 
even to contract one hand: but further 
effect it had none. At laſt Gotto- mio 
ſtarting up, threw a ſmall quantity of 
aurum inan into the fire, which 
went off with ſuch an exploſion, that in 
the ſame inſtant Fika-kaka fell flat upon 
his face, and Got-hama-baba ſtarted 
upright in his bed. This, however, 
was no more than a convulſion that put 
an end to his life; for he fell back again, 
and expired in the twinkling of an eye. 
As for the Cuboy, though he did not 
die, he underwent a ſurpriſing transfor- 
mation or metamorphoſis, which I ſhall 
record in due ſeaſon, 

Taycho was no ſooner certified that 
Got- hama- baba had actually breathed 
his laſt, than he vaniſhed from the coun- 
cil in the twinkling of an eye, and 


3 the beaſt whoſe name is Le- 


ion, rode full ſpeed to the habitation of 
Gio-gio, the ſucceſſor and deſcendant 
of the deceaſed Dairo. Gio-gio was a 
young prince who had been induſtriouſſy 


ſequeſtered from the public view, and 


excluded from all ſhare in the affairs of 


ſtate by the jealouſy of the laſt emperor. 


He lived retired under the wings of his 
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grand- mother, and had divers 
to teach him the rudiments of every art 
but the art of reigning. Of all thoſe 
who | ancient eration, he who 
inſinuated himſelf the fartheſt in his fa- 
vour was one Yak-.ftrot, from the moun- 
tains of Ximo, who valued himſelf much 
npon the antient blood that ran in his 
veins, and ſtill more upon his elevated 
ideas of patriotiſm, Yak-ſtrot was ho- 
neſt at bottom, but proud, reſerved, 
vain and affected. He had a turn for nick- 
nacks and gim- cracks, and once made 
and mounted an iron jack and a wooden 
clock with his own hands. But it was 
his misfortune to ſet up for a connoiſſeur 
in painting and other liberal arts, and 
to announce himſelf an univerſal patron 
of genius, He did not fail to infuſe 
his own notions and conceits into. the 
tender mind of Gio-gio, who gradually 
imbibed his turn of thinking, and fol- 
lowed the ſtudies which he recommend- 
ed. With reſpe& to his leſſons on the 
art of government, he reduced them to 
a very few — inciples.— His 
maxims were theſe: that the Emperor 
of Japan ought to cheriſh the eſtabliſhed 
religion, both by precept and example; 
that he ought to aboliſh corruption, diſ- 
courage faction, and balance the two 
parties by admitting an equal number 
from each, to places and offices of truſt 
in the — that he ſhould 
make peace as ſoon as poſſible, even in 
deſpite of the public, which ſeemed in- 
ſenſible of the burden it ſuſtained, and 
was indeed growing delirious by the il- 
luſions of Taycho, and the cruel eva- 
cuations he had preſtribed: that he 
ſhould retrench all ſuperfluous expence 
in his houſhold and government, ann 
detach himſelf intirely from the ac- 
curſed farm of Veſſo, which ſome evil 
enius had fixed upon the breech of 
apan, as a cancerous ulcer through 
which all her blood and ſubſtance would 
be diſcharged. Theſe maxims were 
gun juſt enough in ſpeculation, but 
ome of them were altogether imprac- 
ticable ;—for example, that of forming 
an adminiſtration equally compoſed of 
the two factions, was as abſurd as it 


would be to yoke two ſtone-horſes and 


two jack-aſſes in the ſame carriage, 
which, inſtead of drawing one way, 
would do nothing but 'bite and kick one 
another, while the machine of govern- 
ment would ſtand ſtock- ſtill, or arg; 

n 


be torn in pieces by their dragging 


oppoſi 


- 


* 
* 
8 


, 


62 ADVENTURES. OF AN ATOM. 


directions. The people of Ja- 
had been long divided between two 
uveterate parties, known by the names 
of Shit-tilk-umſ-beit, and She-it-khum- 
bi-til; the firit ſignifying more fool than 
Fnawe; and the other, more knave than 
fool. Each had predominated in it's turn, 
by kecuring a majority in the aſſemblies 
4 the people; for the majority had al- 
ways intereſt to force themſelves into the 
adminiſtration ; becauſe the conſtitution 
being partly democratic, the Dairo was 
Kill obliged to truckle to the prevailin 
faction. To obtain this majority, — 
fide had employed every art of corrup- 


tion, calumny, inſinuation, and prieſt- 


eraft ; for nothing is ſuch an effectual 
ferment in all popular commotions. as 
religious fanaticiſm. No ſooner one par- 
ty accompliſhed it's aim than it repro- 
bated the other, branding it with the 


epithets of traitors to their country, or 


traitors to their prince; while the mino- 
rity xetorted upon them the charge of 
corruption, rapacibuſneſs, and abel ſer- 
vility. In ſhort, boch parties were equal- 
ly abuſive, rancorous, uncandid, and il- 
liberal. Taycho had been of both fac- 
tions more than bog 8 many his firſt 
appearance as a Shi-tilk-umſ-beit in the 
minority, and diſplayed his talent for 
ſcorrility againſt the Dairo to ſuch ad- 
vantage, that an old rich hag, who 
loved nothing ſo well as money, except 

gratification of her revenge,, made 
him a preſent of five thouſand obans, 
on ition he ſhould continue to revile 
the Dairo till his dying-day.—After her 
death, the miniſtry, inamidated by the 
boldneſs of his tropes, and the fame he 


began to acquire as a mal-content ora- 


tor, made him ſuch offers as he thought 

per to accept; and then he turned 
Din i Being diſguſted in 
the ſequel, at his own want of import- 
ance im the council, he opened once more 
at the head of his old friends the Si. ſilł. 
wmſ-hitites; and once more he deſerted 
them to rule the roaſt, as chief of the 
She-it-kumfſbi-tilites, in which predica- 
ment he now ſtood. Aud, indeed, this 
was the molt natural poſture in which 
he could ſtand; for this party embraced 
all the ſcum of the ST conſtituting 
the blatant beat, which his talents were 


ſo peculiarly adapted to manage and go- 


vern. Another impracticable maxim of 
Yak-ſtrot, was the abolition of corrup- 
tion, the ordure of which is as neceſſary 


to anoint tac wheels of ,goverument in 


Japan, as greaſe is to ſmeat the axle-tree 
of a loaded waggon. His third impo- 
litic (though not impracticable) maxim, 
was that of making peace while the po- 
pulace were intoxicated with the ſteams 
of blood, and elated with the ſhews of 
e. n Be that as it will, Gio-giog 
attended by Yak-ftrot, was drawing 
plans of windmills, when Orator Taycho, 
opening the door, advanced towards him, 
and falling on his knees, addreſſed him 
in theſe words—* The empire of Japan, 
magnanimous prince! reſembles at 
this inſtant, a benighted traveller, who 
by the light of the ſtar Heſperus con- 
tinued his journey without repining, 
until that glorious luminary letting, 
left him bewildered in darkneſs and 
conſternation : but ſcarce had he time 
to bewail his fate, when the more glo- 
rious ſun, the ruler of a freſh day, ap- 
pearing on the tops of the eaſtern hills, 
diſpelled his terrors with the ſhades of 
night, and filled his foul with tran- 
3 of pleaſure and delight. The 
illuſtrious Got-hama-baba, of honour- 
ed memory, is the glorious ſtar which 
hath ſet on our hemiſphere.—His ſoul, 
which took wing about two hours ago, 
is now happily neſtled in the boſom of 
the bleſſed Bupo; and you, my prince, 
are the more 7 6 ct riſing ſun, whoſe 
genial influence will chear the empire, 
and gladden the hearts of your faith- 
« ful Ja aneſe.— I therefore hail your 
* ſucceſhon to the throne, and cry aloud 
— Long live the ever-glorious Gio- 
© gio, Emperor of the three iſlands of 
* , rn To this ſalutation the beaſt 


„ aaa ea in &a arg „ ‚ a a ea & & 


| below brayed hoarſe applauſe; and all 


preſent kiſſed the hand of the new Em- 
peror, who, kneeling before his vene - 
rable grandame, craved her bleſſing, de- 
firing the benefit of her prayers, that 
God would make him a good king, and 
eſtabliſh his throne in rightcoulnels. 
Then he aſcended, his chaiot, accom- 
8 by the Orator and his beloved 

ak- ſtrot, and proceeding to the palace 
of Meaco, was proclaimed with the uſual 
ceremonies, his relation the Fatz-man 


and other princes of the blood aſſiſting 


on this occaſon. 


The firſt ep he took after his eleva- 
tion, was to publiſh a decree, or rather 
exhortation, to honour religion and the 
Bonzes; and this was no impolitick ex- 
pedient: for it firmly attached that nu- 
merous and powerful tribe to his intereſt. 
His next meaſures did not ſeem to he 

directed 
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directed by the ſame ſpirit of diſcretion. 
He admitted a parcel of raw boys, and 
even ſome individuals of the faction of 
Shi-tilk-umſ heit into his council; and 
though Taycho ſtill continued to ma- 
nage the reine of adminiſtration, Yak- 
ſtrot was aſſociated with him in office, 
to the great ſcandal and diſſatisfaction 
of the Niphonites, who hate all the X1- 
mians with a mixture of jealouſy and 
contempt. 

Fika-kakawas not the laſt who payed 
his reſpects to his new ſovereign, by 
whom he was graciouſly received, al- 
though he did not ſeem quite ſatisfied; 
becauſe when he preſented himſelf in his 
uſual attitude, he had not received the 
kick of approbation. New reigns, new 
cuſtoms : this Dairo never dreamed of 
kicking thoſe whom he delighted to ho- 
nour. It was a ſecret of ſtate which had 
not yet come to his knowledge ; and 
Vak - ſtrot had always aſſured him, that 
kicking the breech always and every- 
where implied diſgrace, as kicking the 
parts before, betokens ungovernable 
paſſion, Yak-ftrot, however, in this 
3 ſeems to have been too con- 

ned in his notions of the etiquette: for 
it had heen the cuſtom time immemo- 
rial forthe Dairos of Japun to kick their 
favourites and prime miniſters, Beſides, 
there are at this day different forts of 
kicks uſed even in England, without 
occaſioning any diſhonour to the kickee. 
It is ſometimes a misfortune to be kicked 
out of place, but no diſhonour. A man 
is often kicked up in the way of prefer- 
ment, in order that his place may be 

iven to a perſon of more intereſt. Then 

here is the amorous kick, called Kc 
"um, Jenny, which every gallant under- 

nes with pleaſure: hence the old Eng- 


ſiſn appellation of Kickfy-wickfy, be- 


ſtowedon a wanton leman who knew all 

er paces, As for the familiar kick, it 
is no other than a mark of friendſhip : 
nor is it more diſhonourable to be cuffed 
and cudgelled. Every body knows that 
the alapa or box o the ear, among the 
Romans, was a particular mark of fa- 
vour by which their ſlaves were mad: 
free; and the favourite gladiator, when 
he obtained his diſmiſſion from the ſer- 
vice, was honoured with a ſound cudgel- 
ling ; this being the true meaning of the 
phraſe rude denatut. In the times of 
chivalry, the knight when dubbed, was 
well thwacked acroſs the ſhoulders by 
his godefather in arms. Indeed, dub- 


bing is no other than a corruption of 
drubbing. It was the cuſtom formerl 
here = elſewhere, for a man to dru 
his ſon or apprentice as a mark of his 
freedom, and of his being admitted ts 
the exerciſe of arms. The Paraſchiſtes, 
who practiſed embalming in Ægypt, 
which was counted a very honourable 
profeſſion, was always ſeverely drubbed 
after the operation, by the friends and 
relations of the defunct; and to this 
day, the patriarch of the Greeks once a 
year, on Eaſter- eve, when he carries out 
the ſacred fire from the holy ſepulchre 
of Jeruſalem, is heartily * by 
the infidels, a certain number of whom 
he hires for that purpoſe; and he thinks 
himſelf very unhappy and much diſgraced 
if he is not beaten into all the colours 
of the rain bow]. You know the Qua- 
kers of this country think it no diſhonour 
to receive a {lap o* the face; but when 
you ſmite them on one cheek, they pre- 
ſent the other, that it may have the ſame 
falutation. The venerable father Lac- 
tantius falls out with Cicero for ſayin 

* A good man hurts no-body, unleſs 
© he is juſtly provoked;* aii laceſſitur 
iniuria.. O, cries the good father, 
© quam ſimplicem veramque ſententiam 
© duorumcwverberumadjettione corrupitl— 
* non minus enim mali e, referre inju- 
riam, quam inferre.” The great phi- 
loſopher Socrates thought it no diſgrace 
to be kicked by his wife Xantippe; nay, 
he is ſaid to have undergone the ſame 
diſcipline from other people, without 
making the leaſt reſiſtance, it being his 
opinion that it was more courageous, 
conſequently more honourable, to beara 
dr:\bbing patiently, than to attempt any 
thing either in the way of ſelf-defence 
or retaliation. I he judicious and learn- 
ed Puffendorf, in his book De Fare 
Gentium & Natura, declares, that a 
man's honour is not ſo fragile as to be 
hurt either by a box on the ear, or a 
kick on the breech, otherwiſe it would 
be in the power of every ſaucy fellow to 
diminiſh or infringeit. It muſt be on- 
ed, indeed, Grotius De Jure Belli & 
Pacts, ſays, that charity does nat of it- 
ſelf require our patiently ſuffering ſuch 
an affront. The Engliſh have, with a 
moſt ſervile imitation, borrowed their 
punto, as well as other modes, from the 
French nation. Now kicking and cuf- 
fing were counted infamous among thoſe 
people for theſe reaſons. A box on the 
car deſtroys tac whole ceconomy of their 


Jriſure, 
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Friſure, upon which they beſtow the 
greateſt part of their time and attention; 
and a kick on = breech is attended with 
t pain and danger, as they are ge- 
— ſubject to the iles. This 12 10 
truly the caſe, that they have no leſs 
than two ſaints to patronize and prote&t 
the individuals afflicted with this diſeaſe. 
One is St. Fiacre, who was a native of 
the kingdom of Ireland. He preſides 
over the blind piles. The other is afe- 
male faint, Hæmorrboiſſa, and ſhe com- 
forts thoſe who are diſtreſſed with the 
bleeding piles. No wonder, therefore, 
that a Frenchman, put to the torture by 
a kick on thoſe tender parts, ſhould be 
to vengeance ; and that this 
vengeance ſhould gradually become an 
bins . op: their Citem of Prog 
But, to return to the thread of my 
narration.— Whatever inclinatian the 
Dairo and Yak-ftrot had to reſtore the 
bleſſings of peace, they did not think 
proper as yet to combat the diſpoſition 
and ſchemes of Orator Taycho; in con- 
ſequence of whoſe remonſtrances, the 
tributary treaty was immediately re- 
vewed with Brut- an- tiff; and Gio-gio 
declared in the aſſembly of the people, 
that he was determined to ſupport that 
illuſtrious ally, and carry on the war 
with vigour.—By this time the Chineſe 
were in a manner expelled from their 
chief ſettlements in Fatſiſſio, where they 
now retained nothing but an inconſide- 
rable colony, which would have ſub- 
mitted on the firſt ſummons : but this 
Taycho left as a neſt- egg to produce a 
new brood of diſturbance to the Japaneſe 
ſettlements, that they might not ruſt 
vith too much peace and ſecurity. To 
be plain with you, Peacock, his thoughts 
were entirely alienated from thisF athilan 
war, in which the intereſt of his coun- 
try was chiefly concerned, and converted 
* to the continent of Tartary, 
where all his cares centered in ſchemes 
for the ſucceſs of his friend Brut- an- 
11%. This freebooter had lately un- 
dergone ſtrange viciſſitudes of fortune, 
Hs had ſeen his chief village poſſeſſed 
and plundered by the enemy; but he 
; Pant, means, by ſurprize, to beat up 
their quarters in the beginning of win- 
ter, which always proved his belt aliy, 
becauſe then the Mantchoux Tartars 
were obliged to retire to their own coun- 
try, at a valt dittance from the ſeat of 
the war,—As for Bron-xi-tic, who 
commanded the Japaneſe army on that 
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continent, he continued to play booty 
with the Chineſe general, —4 whom 
he was allowed to obtain ſome petty 
advantages, which, with the trophies 
won by Brut an- tiffi, were ſwelled up 
into mighty victories, to increaſe the in- 
fatuation of the blatant beaſt.— On the 
other hand, Bron-xi-tic obliged the ge- 
nerals of China with the like indulgences, 
by now and then ſacrificing a detach- 
ment of his Japaneſe troops, to keep 
up the ſpirits of that nation. 

Taycho had levied upon the 1 
of Japan an immenſe ſum of money for 
the equipment of a naval armament, the 
deſtination of which was kept a pro- 
found ſecret. Some politicians imagined 
it was deſigned for the conqueſt of Thin- 
quo, and all the other ſettlements which 
the Chineſe poſſeſſed in the Indian ocean: 
others conjeCtured the intention was to 
attack the King of Corea, who had, ſince 
the beginning of this war, acted with a 
ſhamefal artiality in favour of the Em- 

or of China, kis kinſman and ally. 

ut the truth of the matter was this: 
Taycho kept the armament in the har- 
bours of Japan ready for a deſcent upon 
the coaſt of China, in order to make a 
diverſion in favour of his friend Brut- 
an-tiffi, in caſe he had run any riſque 
of being oppreſſed by his enemies. How- 
ever, the bealt of many heads havin 
growled and grumblgd during the be 
part of the ſummer, at the inactivity of 
this expenſive armament, it was now 
thought proper to ſend it to ſea in the 
beginning of winter: but it was ſoon 
driven back in great diſtreſs, by con- 
trary winds and ſtorms z—and this was 
all the monſter had for it's ten millions 
of Obans. 

While Taycho amuſed the Mobile 
with this winter expedition, Yak-ſtrot 
reſolved to plan the ſcheme of cxconomy 
which he had projected. He diſmiſſed 
from the Dairo's ſervice about a dozen 
of cooks and ſcullions; ſhut up one of 
the kitchens, after having ſold the grates, 
hand-irons, ſpits, and ſaucepans; de- 
prived the ſervants and officers of the 
houſhold of their break faſt; took away 
their uſual allowance of oil and candles; 
retrenched their tables; reduced their 
proportion of drink; and perſuaded his. 
pupil the Dairo to put himſelf upon a 


diet of ſoup-meagre thickened with oat- 


meal. In a few days there was no 
ſmoke ſeen to aſcend frum the ki:chuns 
of the palace; nor did any fuel, torch, 

or 
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or taper, blaze in the chimnies, courts, 
and apartments thereof, which now be- 
came the habitation of cold, darkneſs, 
and hunger. Gio-gio himſelf, who 
turned peripatetick philoſopher merely 
to keep himſelf in heat, fell into a waſh- 
tub as he groped his way in the dark 
through one of the lower galleries. Two 
of his 8 had their whiſkers 
= off by the rats, as they ſlept in 
is anti chamber; and their captain pre- 
ſented a petition declaring, that neither 
he nor his men could oaks the de- 
fence of his imperial majeſty's perſon, 
unleſs their former allowance of provi- 
ſion ſhould be reſtored. They and all 
the individuals of the houſhold were not 
only puniſhed in their bellies, but like- 
wits curtailed in their clothing, and 
abridged in their ſtipends. The palace 
of Meaco, which uſed to be the temple 
of mirth, jollity, and good cheer, was 
now ſo dreary and deſerted, that a cer- 
tain wag fixed up a ticket on the out- 
ward gate with this inſcription : © This 
© tenement to be lett, the proprietor hav- 
« ing left off houſe- keeping. 
ak-ſtrot, however, was reſolved to 


* ſhew, that if the new Dairo retrenched 


the ſuperfluities of his domeſtick expence, 
he did not a& from avarice or poorneſs 
of ſpirit, inaſmuch as he ſhould now 
diſplay his liberality in patronizing ge- 
nius and the arts. A general jubilee 
was now promiſed to all thoſe who had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their talents 
or erudition. The emiſſaries of Yak- 
ftrot declared that Mæcenas was but a 

of this Ximian mountaineer ; and 
that he was determined to ſearch for me- 
rit, even in the thickeſt ſhades of ob- 
ſcurity. All theſe reſearches, however, 
proved fo unſucceſsful, that not above 
four or five men of genius could be 
found in the whole empire of Japan, 
and theſe were gratified with penſions of 
about one hundred obans each. One 
was a ſecularized Bonza from Ximo; 
another a malcontent poet of Niphon ; 
a third, a reformed comedian of Xicoco; 
a fourth, an empiric, who had outlived 
his practice; and a fifth, a decayed apo- 
thecary, who was bard, quack, author, 
chymiſt, philoſopher, and ſimpler by 
profeiſion. The whole of the expence 
ariſing from the favour and protection 
granted. by the Dairo to theſe men of 
genius, did not exceed ſeven or eight 
hundred obans per annum, amounting 


to about fifteen hundred pounds ſterling ; 
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whereas many a private Quo in Japan 


- expended more money on a kennel of 


hounds. I do not mention thoſe men 
of ſingular merit, whom Yak-ſtrot fixed 
in eſtabliſhed places under the govern- 
ment; ſuch as architects, aſtronomers, 
painters, phyſicians, barbers, &c, be- 
cauſe their ſalaries were included in the 
ordinary expence of the crown : I ſhall 
only obſerve, that a certain perſon who 
could not read, was appointed librarian 
to his imperial majeſty, 

Thefe were all the men of ſuperlative 
genius that Yak-ſtrot could find at this 
period in the empire of Japan. 

Whilſt this great patriot was thus 
employed in executing his ſchemes of 
ceconomy with more zeal than diſcre- 
tion, and in providing his poor relations 
with lucrative offices under the govern - 
ment, a. negociation for peace was 
brought upon the carpet by the media- 
tionof certain neutral powers; and Ora- 
tor Taycho arrogated to himſelf the 
province of diſcuſſing the ſeveral articles 
of the treaty.— Upon this occaſion he 
ſhewed himſelf ſurprizingly remiſs and 
indifferent in whatever related to the in- 
tereſt of Japan, particularly in regulat- 
ing and fixing the boundaries of the 
Chineſe and Japaneſe ſettlements in 
Fatſiſſio, the uncertainty of which had 

iven riſe to the war: but when the bu; 

neſs was to determine the claims and 
pretenſions of his ally Brut- an- tiffi, on 
the continent of Tartary, he appeared 
ſtiff and immoveable as mount Athos. 
He actually broke off the negociation, 
becauſe the Emperor of China would 
not engage to drive by force of arms the 
troops of his ally the Princeſs oſ Oſtrog, 
from a village or two belonging to the 
Tartarian free - booter, who, by the bye, 
had left them defenceleſs at the beginning 
of the war, on purpoie that his enemies 
might, by taking poſſeſſion of them, 
quicken the reſolutions of the Dairo to 
5 over an army for the protection of 

eſſo. 

The court of Pekin perceiving that 
the Japaneſe were rendered intolerably 
inſolent and overbeariag by Tucceſs, 
and that an equitable parte could not 
be obtained while Orator Taycho ma- 
naged thereins of governmentat Meaco, 
— his friend Brut- an- tiffi found any 
thing to plunder in Tartary; reſolved 
to fortify themſelves with a new alliance. 
They actually entered into cloſer con- 
nections with the —_ of Corea, who 

was 
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was nearly relatd tothe Chineſe emperor, 
had ſome old ſcores to ſettle with Japan, 
and becauſe he deſired thoſe drſputes 
might be amicably compromiſed in the 

neral pacification, had been groſsly 
inſulted by Taycho, in the perſon of his 
ambaſſador. He had for ſome time 
dreaded the ambition of the Japaneſe 
miniſtry, which ſeemed to aim at uni- 
verſal empire; and he was, moreover, 
ſtimulated by this outrage to conclude a 
defenſive alliance with the Emperor of 


China; a meaſure which all the caution 


of the two courts could not wholly con- 
ceal from the knowledge of the Japaneſe 
politicians. ' a 

Mean while a dreadful cloud, big 
with ruin and diſgrace, ſeemed to gather 
round the head of Brut- an- tiffi. The 
Mantchoux Tartars, ſenſible of the in- 
convenience of their diſtant fituation 
from the ſcene of action, which rendered 
it impoſſible for them to carry on their 
operations vigorouſly in conjunction with 


- the Oftrog, reſolved to ſecure winter- 


quarters in ſome part of theenemy's ter- 
ritories, from whence they ſhould be 
able to take the field, 1 act againſt 
him early in the ſpring. With this view 
they beſieged and took a frontier fortreſs 
belonging to Brut · an- tiffi, ſituated upon 
a great inland lake, which extended as 
far as the capital of the Mantchonx, 


who were thus enabled to ſend thither 


by wafer-carriage all ſorts of proviſions 
and military ſtores for the uſe of their 
army which took up their winter-quar- 
ters accordingly in and about this new 
acquiſition. It was now that the ruin 
of Brut an · tiffi ſeemed inevitable. Ora- 
tor Taycho ſaw with horror the precipice 
to the brink of which his dear ally was 
_— Not that es were actuated 
by athy or friendſhip. Such emo- 
KARL Thee? poſſelſel the heart of 
Taycho. No; he trembled becauſe he 
ſaw his- on popularity connected with 
the fate of the Tartar. It was the ſuc- 
cels and petty trinmphs of this adven- 


tucer which had dazzled the eyes of the 
blatant beaſt, ſo as to diſorder it's judg-. 


ment, and r for the illuſions of 
the Orator : but; now that Fortune ſeem- 
ed ready to turn tail to Brut-an-tiff, and 
leave him a prey to his adverſaries, 
Taycho knew the diſpoſitions of the 
montter ſo well as to prognoſticate that 
tis applauſe and affection would be im- 


mediately tornedintogrumbling and dif. * 
kalt; and that he himſelf, who had led 
- N _ # + [ , * 3 „ . 


vn 


it blindfold into this unfortunate con- 
ne&tion, might poſſibly fall a ſacrifice to 
it's reſentment, provided he could not 
immediately project ſome ſcheme to di- 
vert it's attention, and transfer the blame 
from his own ſhoulders. 

For this purpoſe he employed his in- 
vention, and ſucceeded- to his wiſh. 
Having called a council of the Twenty- 
eight, at which the Dairo aſſiſted in per- 
ſon, he propoſed, and inſiſted upon it, 
that a ſtrong ſquadron of Fune ſhould 
be immediately ordered to ſcour the ſeas, 
and kidnap all the veſſels and ſhips be- 
longing to the King of Corea, who had 
acted during the whole war with the moſt 
ſcandalous partiality in favour of the 
Chineſe emperor, and was now fo in- 
timately connected with that potentate, 
by means of a ſecret alliance, that he 
ought to be proſecuted with the ſame 
hoſtilities which the other had ſeverely 
felt. The whole council were confounded 
at this propoſal : the Dairo ſtood aghaſt: 
the Cuboy trembled : Yak-ſtrot' ſtared 
like a ſkewered pig. After ſome pauſe, , 
the Preſident Soo-ſan-fin-o ventured to 
obſerve, that the meaſure ſeemed to be a 
little abrupt and premature: that the 
nation was already engaged in a very 
expenſive war, which had abſolutely 
drained it of it's wealth, and even loaded 
it with enormous debts; therefore little 
able to ſubſtain ſuch additional burthens 
as would, in all probability, be occa- 
ſioned by a rupture with a prince ſo rich 
and powerful. Gotto-mio ſwore the 
land-holders were already ſo impoveriſh- 
ed. by the exactions of Taycho, that he 
himſelf, ere long, ſhould be obliged to 
come * the pariſh. Fika-kaka got 
up to ſpeak; but could only cackle. 
Sti-phi-rum-poo was for proceeding in 
form by citation. Nin-kom-poo-po de- 
clared he had good intelligence of a fleet 
of merehant-ſhips belonging to Corea, 
laden with treaſure, who were then on 
their return from the Indian iſtes; and 
he gave it as his opinion, that they ſhould _ 
be way-laid and brought into the har- 
bours of Japan; not by way of declaring 
war, but only with a view to prevent 
the money's going into the coffers of 
the Chineſe emperor. Fokh-ſi-rokhu. 
ſtarted two objections to this expedient : 
firſt, the uncertainty of falling in with 
the Corean fleet at ſea, alledging as an 
inſtance the diſappointment and miſcar- 
riage of the ſquadron which the Sey- ſeo- 
gun had ſent ſome years ago to * 


2 —_— 


WY Y YR. 0-_ 1 25 


2153 „ n 


> AW 
* 


LE 


about, ſtalked away, 


ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM. 67 


the Chineſe Fune on the coaſt of Fatfiſſio: 
fecondly, the loſs and hardſhip it would 
be to many ſubjects of Japan who dealt 
in commerce, and had great ſums em- 
barked in thoſe very Corean bottoms. 
Indeed Fokh-fi-rokhu himfelf was in- 
tereſted in this very commerce. The 
Fatz-man fat ſilent. Yak-ſtrot, who 
had ſome romantick notions of honour 
and honefty, repreſented, that the na- 
tion had already incurred the cenſure of 
all it's neighbours, by ſeizing the mer- 
chant-ſhips of China, without any pre- 
vious declaration of war : that the law 
of nature and nations, confirmed by re- 
ted treaties, preſcribed a more ho- 
nourable method of proceeding, than 
that of plundering like robbers, the 
ſhips of pacifick merchants, who trade 
on the faith of ſuch laws and ſuch trea- 
ties: he was, therefore, of opinion, 
that if the King of Corea had in an 
ſhape deviated from the nentrality which 
he profeſſed, ſatis faction ſhould be de- 
manded in the uſual form; and when 
that mould be refuſed, it might be found 
neceſſary to proceed to compulſive mea- 
ſures. The Dairo acquieſced in this 
advice, and aſſured Taycho that an am- 
'bafſador ſhould be forthwith diſpatched 
to Corea, with inſtructions to 3 
an immediate and ſatis factory explana- 
tion of that prince's conduct and de- 


ſigns with regard to the empire of 


Japan. 
| hie regular method of practice 


would by no means ſuit the hy tem of 


Taycho, who rejected it with great in- 


ſolence and diſdain. He bit his thumb 


at the preſident; forked out his fingers 


on his forehead at Gotto-mio; wagged 


his under-jaw at the Cuboy; ſnapped 
his fingers at Sti-phi-rum-poo; grinned 
at the Sey-ſeo-gun ; made the ſign of 


"the crofs or gallows to Fokh-fi-rokhu ; 


then turning to Yak-ftrot, he clapt his 
thumbs in his ears, and began to bray 
like an aſs : finally, pulling out the 
badge of his office, he threw it at the 


Dairo, who in vain intreated him to be 


pacified ; and — to the right- 

apping the fat 
of his hand upon a certain part that 
ſhall be nameleſs. He'was followed by 
his kinſman the Quo Lob-kob, who 
worſhipped him with the moſt humble 


adoration, He now imitated this great 
original in the ſignal from behind at 


parting, and in him it was attended by 
a Tumbling ſound ; but whether this 


was the effect of contempt or compunc- 
tion, I could neverlearn. 

Taycho having thus carried his point, 
which was to have a pretence for quitting 
the reins of government, made his next 
appeal to the blatant beaſt. He remind- 
ed the'many-headed monſter of the un- 


- interrupted ſucceſs which had attended 


his adminiſtration ; of his having ſup- 
ported the glorious Brut- an- tiffi, the 
great bulwark of the religion of Bupo, 
who had kept the commonenemy at bay, 
and filled all Afia with the fame of his 
victories. He told them, that for his 
own part, he pretended to have ſubdued 
Fatſiſſio in the heart of Tartary: that he 
deſpiſed honours, and had ſtill a greater 
contempt for riches ; and that all his en- 
deavours had been ſolely exerted for the 
good of his country, which was now 
brought to the very verge of deſtruttion. 
He then gave the beaſt to underſtand, 
that he had formed a ſcheme againſt the 
King of Corea, which would not only 
have difabled that monarch from exe- 
cuting his hoſtile intentions with re 
to Japan, but alſo have indemnified this 
nation for the whole expence of the war; 
but that his propoſal having been re- 
jected by the coun-il of Twenty-eight, 
who were influenced by Yak-fſtrot, a 
Ximian mountaineer without ſpirit or 
underſtanding, he had refigned his office 
with intention to retire to ſome ſolitude, 
where he ſhould in filence deplore the 
misfortunes of his country, and the ruin 
of the Buponian religion, which muſt 
fall of courſe with it's great protector 
Brut-an-tith, whom he foreſaw the new 
miniſtry would immediately abandon. 
This addreſs threw Legion into ſuch 
a quandary, that it rolled itſelf in the 
dirt, and yelled hideouſly. Mean white 
the Orator retreating to a cell in the 
neighbourhood of Meaco, hired the com- 
mon crier to go round the ſtreets nd pro- 
claim that Taycho, being no longer in a 
condition to afford any thing but the 
bare neceſſaries of life, would by publick 
ſale diſpoſe of his ambling mule and fur - 


niture, together with an ermined robe of 
his wife, and the greater part of his kit- 


chen utenſils. At this time he was well 
known to be worth upwards of twenty 


"thouſand gold obans: nevertheleſs, the 
Mobile diſcharging this circumſtance 
entirely from their reflection attended to 
2 but the object which the Orator 


was pleaſed to preſent. They thougtt 
it was a piteous _ and a great ſcandal 


2 ypon 


upon the government, that ſuch a pa- 
triot, wh Rad ſaved the nation from 
ruin and diſgrace, ſhould be reduced to 
the cruel neceſſity of ſelling his mule and 
his houſhold-furniture. Accordingly they 
raiſed a clamour that ſoon rung in the 
ears of Gio-gio and his favourite, 
It was Renpoſed that Mura-clami 
ſuggeſted on this occaſion to his country- 
man Yak-ſtrot, the hint of offering a 
penſion to Taycho, by way of remune- 
ration for his paſt ſervices, * If he re- 
* fuſes it, ſaid he, the offer will at leaſt 
reflect ſome credit upon the Dairo and 
the adminiſtration; bat, ſhould he ac- 
* ceptof it, (which is much more likely) 
it will either ſtop his mouth entirely, or 
s expoſe him to the cenſure of the people, 


© who now adore him as a mirrour of 


© dilintereſted integrity.” The advice 
was inſtantly complied with : the Dairo 
ſigned a patent for a very ample penſion 
to Taycho and his heirs; which patent 
Vak · ſtrot delivered to him next day at 
his cell in the country, This miracle of 
patriotiſm received the bounty as a turn- 
ike-man receives the toll, and then 
flapped his door full in the face of the 
favourite; yet, nothing of what Mura. 
clami had prognoſticated came to paſs. 
The many-tailed monſter, far from cal. 
ling in queſtion the Orator's diſintereſted- 
nels, conſidered his acceptance of the 
penſion as a proof of his moderation, in 
receiving ſuch a trifling reward for the 
ſervices be had done his country; 
and the generoſity of tbe Dairo, inſtead 
of exciting the leaſt emotion of gratitude 
in Taycho's own breaſt, acted only as a 
Iden key to unlock all the ſluices of 
is virulence and abuſe. | 

Theſe, however, he keptwithin bounds 
until he ſhould ſce what would be the fate 
of Brut an-»tifh, who now ſeemed to be in 
the condition of a criminal at the foot of 
the ladder, In this dilemma, he obtained 
a very u ed reprieve. Before the 
army of the Manchoux could take the 

leaſt e of the ſettlement t 
had made on his frontiers, their empreſs 
died, and was ſucceeded by a weak prince, 
who no ſooner aſcended the throne than 
be ſtruck : 
freebooter, and even ordered his troops 
to join him againſt the Oſtrog, to whom 
they had hitherto aRed as auxiliaries, 
Such an acceſſion of ſtrength would have 
caſt the balance greatly in his favour, 


had not Proxidence once mort interpoſed, of 
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2 brought matters again to an equili- 
lum. 

Taycho no ſooner perceived his ally thus 
unexpectedly delivered from the dangers 
that ſurrounded him, than he began to 
repent of his own reſignation; and re- 
ſolved once more to force his way to the 
helm, by the ſame means he had fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully uſed before. He was, indeed, of 
ſuch a turbulent diſpoſition as could not 
reliſh ths repoſe of private life, and his 
ſpirit ſo corroſive, that it would have 
= upon himſelf, if he could nat 

ave found external food for it to devour. 
He therefore began to prepare his en- 
pines, and provide proper emiſſaries to 

eſpatter and raiſe a hue and cry againſt 
Yak-ſtrot at a convenient ſeaſon ; not 
doubting but an occaſion would ſoon 
preſent itſelf, conſidering the temper, in- 
experience, and prejudices of this Ximian 
politician, together with the pacifick ſy- 
ſtem he had adopted, ſo m_— to 
preſent ſpirit of the blatant beaft. 

In theſe preparations he was much 
comforted and aſſiſted by his kinſman 
and pupil Lob-kob, who entered into his 
meaſures with ſurprizing zeal; and had 


the good luck tolighton ſuch inſtruments 


as were admirably ſuited to the work in 
hand. Yak-ſtrot was extremely pleaſed 
at the ſeceſſion of Taycho, who had 
been a very troubleſome colleague to him 
in the adminiſtration, and run counter ta 
all the ſchemes he had projected for the 

d of the empire. He now found him. 
ſelf at liberty to follow his on inven- 
tions, and being naturally an enthuſiaſt, 
believed himſelf born to be the ſaviour 
of Japan. Some efforts, however, he 
made to acquire popularity, proved fruit- 
leſs. Perceiving the people were, by the 
Orator's inſtigations, exaſperated againſt 
the King of Corea, he ſent a peremptory 
meſlage to that prince, demanding a ca- 
tegorical anſwer; and this being denied, 
declared war againſt him, accarding ta 
the praQtice of all civilized nations: but 
even this method failed of obtaining that 
approbation for which it was taken. The 
monſter, tutored by Taycho and his mi- 


niſters, exclaimed, that the golden op- 
up a peace with the Tartar ' 


portunity was loſt, inaſmuch as, during 
the obſervance of thoſe uſeleſs forms, the 
treaſures of Corea were ſafely brought 
home to that kingdom; treaſures which, 
had they been interrupted by the Fune 
of Japan, would have paid off the debts 
the nation, and enabled the inha- 

bitants 


ne — EO." 
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bitants of Meaco to pave their ſtreets 


with ſilver. By the bye, this treaſure 
exiſted no where but in the fiction of 
Taycho and the imagination of the bla- 
tant beaſt, which never attempted to uſe 
the evidenceof ſenſe or reaſon to examine 
any aſſertion, how abſurd and impro- 
bable ſoever it might be, which proceed- 
ed from the mouth of the Orator. 
Yak-ſtrot, having now taken upon 
himſelf the taſk of | Har the political 
bark, reſolved to ſhew the Japaneſe, that 
although he recommended peace, he was 
as well qualified as his predeceſſor for con- 
ducting the war, He therefore, with the 
aſſiſtance of the Fatzman, projected three 
naval enterprizes; the firſt againſt Thin- 
quo, the conqueſt of which had been un- 
ſucceſsfully attempted "= Taycho; the 
ſecond was deſtined for the reduction of 
Fan-yah, one of the moſt conſiderable 
ſettlements belonging to the King of 
Corea, in the Indian ocean; and the third 
armament was ſent to plunder and de- 
ftroy a flouriſhing colony called Lh- 
nam, which the ſame prince had eſtabliſh- 
ed almoſt as far to the ſouthward as the 
Terra Auſtralis Incognita. Now the only 
merit which either Y ak-ſtrot or any other 
miniſter could juſtly claim from the ſucceſs 
of ſuch expeditions, is that of adoptin 
the moſt feaſible of thoſe ſchemes whic 


are preſented by different projectors, and 


of appointing /uch commanders as are 
capable of conducting them with vigour 
and ſagacity. 

The next ſtep which the favourite took 
was to provide a help-mate for the young 
Dairo; and a certain Tartar princeſs of 
the religion of Bupo, being pitched upon 
for this purpoſe, was formally demanded, 


brought over to Niphon, eſpouſed by 


Gio-gio, and inftalled empreſs with the 
uſual folemnities. But, leſt the choice 
of a Tartarian princeſs ſhould ſubjec̃t 
the Dairo to the imputation of inherit- 
ing his predeceſſor's predilection for the 
land of Veſſo, which had given ſuch ſen- 
ſible umbrage to all the ſenſible Japa- 


neſe who made ule of their own reaſon; 


he determined to detach his maſter gra- 
dually from thoſe continental connections, 
which had been the ſource of ſuch enor- 
mous expence, and ſuch continual vex- 
ation to the empire of Japan. In theſe 
ſentiments, he with-held the annual tri- 


bute which had been lately paid to Brut- 


an-tifhz by which means he ſaved a very 
conſiderable ſum to the nation, and, at 


the ſame tune, reſcued it from the iufa · 


my of ſach a di ul impoſition... 
He expected the thanks of the public for 
this exertion of his influence 1n favour 
of his country; but he reckoned with- 
out his hoſt, What he flattered himſelf 
would yield him an abundant harvelt of 
honour and applauſe, produced. nothing 
but odium and reproach, as we ſhall ſee 
in the ſequel. 

Theſe meaſures, purſued with an eye 
to the advantage of the public, which 
ſeemed + argue a conſiderable ſhare of 
ſpirit and capacity, were ſtra che- 
— with ors of a — 
nature, which ſavoured ſtrongly of child- 
iſh vanity, raſh ambition, littleneſs of 
mind, and lack of underſtanding. He 
purchaſed a vaſt wardrobe of tawdry 
cloaths, and fluttered in all the finery of 
Japan: he prevailed upon his maſter to 
veſt him with the badges and trappings 
of all. the honorary inſtitutions of the 
empire, although this multiplication of 
orders in the perſon of one man, was 
altogether without precedent or preſerip- 
tion, This was only ſetting himſelf up 
as the more conſpicuous mark for envy 
and detraction. 

Not contented with en the 
perſonal favour and — E his 
ſovereign, and, in effect, directing the 
whole machine of government, hethought 
his fortune {till imperfect, while the trea- 
ſure of the empire paſſed through the 
hands of the Cuboy, enabling that mi. 
niſter to maintain a very extenſive in- 
fluence, which might one day interfere 
with his own. He therefore employed 
all his invention, together with that of 
his friends, to find out ſome ſpecious 
e for removing the old Cuboy from 

is office; and in a little time accident 
afforded what all their intrigues had not 
been able to procure. 

Ever ſince the demiſe of Got hama- 
baba, poor Fika-kaka had been ſubject 
to a new ſet of vagaries. The death of 
his old maſter gave him a rude ſhock: 
then the new Dairo encroached upon his 

rovince, by preferring a Bonze without 
is conſent or knowledge: finally, he 


was prevented by the expieſs order of 


Gio-gio from touching a certain ſum 
out of the treaſury, which he had been 
accuſtomed to throw out of his windows 
at ſtated periods, in order to keep up an 
intereſt among the dregs of the people. 
All theſe mortifications had an effect 
upon the weak brain of the Cuboy, 
to bw to loath his uſual food, and 
ſometimes 


Inſtead of frequenting the 
aſſemblies of the great, he now attended 
aſſiduouſly at all groanings and chriſten- 
ings, grew extremely fond of caudle, 
and held conferences with practitioners, 
both male and female, in the art of mid- 
wifery, When buſmeſs or ceremony 
obliged him to viſit any of the Quos or 
bulas of Meacoz he, by a ſur- 
ing initinct, ran directlyto the nurſery, 
if mere happened to be à child 
crate, he took it up, and if it 
foul, — it with great care and 

ſatis faction. „ Moreover, 
women to fing lul- 
ed them with uncom- 
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Tt was on the back of this adventure 
that one of the Bonzes, as prying, and 
as great a goſſip as the barber of Midas, 
in paying his morning worſhip to the 
Cuboy's poſteriors, ſpied ſomething, or 
eather nothing, and was — 
affrighted. He communicated his dif- 
covery and apprehenſion to divers others 
of the cloth ; and they were all of opinion 
that ſome eſſectual inquifition ſhould be 
held on this phenomenon, leſt the en 
of Japan ſhould hereafter be ſcandalized, 
-as having knowingly kiſſed the breech 
of an old woman, perhaps a monſter or 
ician. Information was accord- 
ingly made to the Dairo, who gave or- 
ders for immediate inſpection; and Fika- 
kaka was formally examined by a jury 
of matrons, Whether theſe were actu- 
ated by undue influence, I ſhall not at 
ſent explain; certain it is, they found 
their verdict, The Cuboy von mays ; and 
among other evidences produced to at- 
teſt his metamorphoſis, a certain Xnnian, 
who pretended to have the fecond ſight, 
made oath that he had one evening ſeen 


the faid Fika-kaka in a female dreſs, 


riding through the air on a broom-ftick, 
The unhappy Cuboy being thus con- 
vitted, was diveſted of his office, and 


- {weep of the right foot, Wit 
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confined to his palace in the country; 


while Gio-gio, by the advice of his fa- 
vourite, publiſhed a proclamation, de- 
claring it was not for the honour of Ja- 
pan that her treaſury ſhould be managed 
either by a witch or an old woman. 
Fika-kaka being thus removed, Y ak - 


ſtrot was appointed treaſurer and Cuboy 


in his place, and now ruled the roaſt 
with uncontrouled authority. On the 
veiy thre hold of his greatneſs, however, 


he made a falſe ſtep, which was one 


cauſe of his tottering during the whole 
ſequel of his adminiſtration. In order 
to refute the calumnies and defeat the 
intrigues of Taycho in the aſſemblies of 


the people, he choſe as an aſſociate in 


the miniſtry Fokh-fi-rokhu, who was at 
that inſtant the moſt unpopular man in 
the whole empire of Japan; and at the 
inſtigation of this colleague, deprived of 


. bread a great number of poor families, 


who ſubtiſted on petty places which had 
been beſtowed upon thera by the former 
Cuboy. Thoſe were ſo many mouths 
opened to augment the clamour againſt 
his own perſon and adminiſtration. 

It might be imagined, that while he 
thus ſet one part of the nati:n at de- 
fiance, he would endeavour to cultivate 
the other; and, in particular, ſtrive to 
concilate the good-will of the nobility, 
who did not his exaltation without 
umbrage. But inſtead of ingratiati 
himfelt with them by a liberal turn o 
demeanour; by treating them with frank - 


neſs and affability; — — fa- 


vours with a good grace; making enter - 
tainments for them at his palace; and 
mixing in their ſocial parties of pleaſure; 
Yak-ſtrot always appeared on the re- 
ſerve, and under all his finery continu- 
ally wore a doublet of buckram, which 
gave an air of ſtiffneſs and conſtraint to 

is whole behaviour. He ſtudied po- 
ſtures, and, in giving audience, gene- 
rally ſtood in the attitude of the idol Fo; 
fo that he ſometimes was miſtaken for 
an image of ſtone. He formed a ſcale 


of geſticulation in a great variety of di- 


viſions, comprehending the ſlighteſt in- 
clination of the head, the front nod, the 


- fide nod, the bow, the half, the ſemi- 


demi-bow, with the ſhuffle, the flide, 
the circular, ſemi-circular, and quadrant 

by equal 
care and preciſion did he model the ceco- 
nomy of his looks into the diviſions and 


ſub- diviſions of the fvll-ſtare, the nde - 


glance, the penſive look, the pouting 
look, 
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look, the gay look, the vacant look, and 
the ſolid look. To theſe different ex- 
preſſions of the eye he ſuited the cor- 
reſponding features of the noſe and 


mouth; ſuch as the wrinkled noſe, the 


retorted noſe, the ſneer, the grin, the 
ſunper, and the ſmile. All theſe = 
lures and geſticulations he practiſed, 
and diſtributed occaſionally, according 
to the difference of rank and importance 
of the various. individuals with whom 
he had communication. 

But theſe affected airs. being aſſumed 
in deſpite of nature, he appeared as auk- 
ward as a native of Angola, when he is 
firſt hampered with cloaths; or a High- 
lander obliged by act of parliament to 
wear breeches. Indeed, the diſtance ob- 
ſerved by Vak · ſtrot in his behaviour to 
the nobles of Niphon, was imputed to 
his being conſcious of a ſulphureous 
ſmell. which came from his own body; 
ſo that greater familiarity on his fide 
might have bred contempt. He took 
delight in no other converſation but that 
of two or three obſcure Ximians, his 


companions and counſellors, with whom 


he ſpent all his leiſure time, in confe- 
rences upon politics, patriotiſm, philoſo- 
phy, and the Belles Lettres. Thoſe were 


the oracles he conſulted in all the emer- 


gencies of ſtate; and with theſe he ſpent 
many an Attic evening. 
The gods, not yet tired of fporting 


with the farce of human government, 


were {til} reſolved to ſhew by what in- 


conſiderable ſprings a mighty empire 
may be moved. The new Cuboy was 
vaſtly well diſpoſed to make his Ximian 


favourites great men. It was in his 


power to beſtow places and penſions 
upen them; but it-was not in his power 
to give. them conſequence in the eyes of 
the public. The adminiſtration of Yak- 
ſtrot could not fail of being. propitious 
to his own family, and poor relations, 
who were very numerous. Their naked 
backs and hungry bellies were now 
cloathed with the richeſt ſtuffs, and fed 
with the fat things of Japan. Every 
department civil and. military was filled 
with Ximians, Thoſe iſlanders came 
over in ſhoals to Niphon, and ſwarmed 
in the ſtreets of Meaco, where they were 
eaſily diſtinguiſhed by their lank ſides, 
— looks, lanthorn jaws, and long 

arp teeth. There was a fatality that 
attended the whole conduct of this un- 
fortunate Cuboy. His very partiality 
do his own countrymen brought upon 


clan. 

Mr. Orator Taycho and his kinſman 
Lob-kob were not idle in the mean time. 
They provided their emiſfaries, aud' 
primed all their engines. Their under - 
ſtrappers filled every corner of Meaco 
with rumours, jealouſies, and ſuſpicions. 
Yak-ſtrot was repreſented as a ſtateſman 
without diſcernment, a miniſter without 
knowledge, and a man without huma- 
nity, He was taxed with inſupportable 
pride, indiſcretion, puſillanimity, r 


city, partiality, and breach of faith. It 


was affirmed that he had diſhonoured 
the nation, and endangered the very ex- 
iſtence of the Buponian religion, in with- 
drawing the annual ſubſidy from the 
great Brut- an- tiffi: that he wanted to 
ſtarve the war, and betray the glory and 
advantage of the empire by a ſhameful 
peace: that he had avowedly ſhared his 
adminiſtration with the greateſt knave- 


in Japan: that he treated the nobles of 
Niphon with inſolence and contempt: ' 


that he had ſuborned evidence agamſt 


the ancient Cuboy, Fika-kaka, who had 


ſpent a long life and an immenſe fortune 
in ſupporting the temple of Fak-ku-baſs : 
that he had cruelly turned adrift a great” 


number of helpleſs families, in order to 
gratify his own worthleſs dependants- 


with their ſpoils: that he had enriched 
his relations and countrymen with the 


plunder of Niphon : that his intention 


was to bring over the whole nation of 
Ximians, a ſavage race, who had been 


ever perfidious, greedy, and hoſtile to- 


wards the natives of the other Japaneſe 


iſlands. Nay, they were deſcribed as 


monſters in nature, with cloven feet, 


long tails, ſaucer eyes, iron fangs and 


claws, who would firft devour the ſub- 


ſtance of the Bs and then ſeed 


upon. their blood. 


Taycho had Legion's underſtanding 


ſo much in his power, that he actually 


made it believe Yak-ſirot had formed a+ 
treaſonable ſcheme in favour of a foreign 
adventurer who pretended to the throne 


of Japan, and chat the reigning Dairo 
was an accomplice in this project for 


his own depoſition. Indeed, they did 
not ſcruple to ſay that Gio-gio was no 


more than a puppet moved by his own 
grandmother and this vile Ximian, be- 
tween whom they hinted there was a ſe- 
cret correſpondence which reflected very 
little honour on the family of the Dairo. 
Mr. Orator Taycho and his aſſociate 

: Lob-kob 


FD © 
him at laſt the curſes, of che whole” © 
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Lob-kob left no ſtone unturned to diſ- 
_= the favourite, and drive him from 
helm. They ſtruck up an alliance 
with the old Cuboy Fika-kaka, and 
ferching him frem his retirement, pro- 
duced him to the beaſt as a martyr to 
loyalty and virtue. They had often be- 
fore this period expoſed him to the de- 
rifion of the 1 but now they ſet 
him up as the object of veneration and 
eſteem; and every thing ſucceeded to their 
wiſh. Legion hoiſted Fika- kaka on his 
back, and paraded through the ſtreets of 
Meaco, braying hoarſe encomiums on 
the great talents and great virtues of the 
ancient Cuboy. His cauſe was now 
eſpouſed by his old friends Sti-phi-rum- 
and Nin-kom-poo-po, who had 
turned adrift along with him, and 
by ſeveral other Quos who had neſtled 
themſelves in warm places under the ſha- 
dow of his protection: but it was re- 
markable, that not one of all the Bonzes 
who owed their preferment to his favour, 
had gratitude enough to follow his for- 
tune, or pay the leaſt reſpect to him in 
the day of his diſgrace. Advantage was 
alſo taken of the diſguſt occaſioned by 
Yak-ſtrot's reſerve among the nobles of 
Japan. Even the Fatzman was eſtranged 
rom the councils of his kinſman Gio- 
gio, and lent his name and countenance 
to the malcontents, who now formed 
themſelves into a very formidahle cabal, 
comprehending a great number of the 
firſt Quos ia the empire. 

In order to counterbalance this confe- 
deracy, which was a ftrange coalition of 
jarring intereſts, the new Cuboy endea- 
voured to ſtrengthen his adminiſtration, 
by admitting into a ſhare of it Gotto- 
mio, who dreaded nothing ſo much as 
the continuation of the war, and divers 
other noblemen, whoſe alliance contri- 
buted very little to his intereſt or advan- 
tage. Gorto-mio was univerſally envied 
for his wealth, and deteſted for his ava- 
rice: the reſt were either of the She-it- 
kum · ſheit- el faction, which had been 
long in diſgrace with the Mobile; or men 
of deſperate fortunes and looſe morals, 
who attached themſelves to the Ximian 
favourite ſolely on account of the poſts 

and penſions he had to beſtow. 

During theſe domeſtic commotions, 
the arms. of Japan continued to proſper 
m the Indian ocean. Thin-quo was re- 
duced almoſt without oppoſition; and 
news arrived that the conqueſt of Fan- 
yahwasalready more than half atchieved. 
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At the ſame time ſome conſiderable ad- 
vantages were gained over the enemy on 
the continent of'1 Tartary, by the Japaneſe 
forces under the — . of Bion-xi- 
tic. It might be naturally ſuppoſed that 
theſe events would have, in ſome mea- 
ſure, reconciled the Niphonites to the 
new miniſtry : but they produced rather 
a contrary effect. The blatant beaſt was 
reſolved to rejoice at novifories but thoſe 
that were obtained under the auſpices of 
it's beloved Taycho; and now took it 
highly amiſs that Yak-ſtrot ſhould pre- 
ſume to take any ſtep which might redound 
to the glory of the empire. Nothing 
could have pleaſed the monſter at this 
juncture ſo much as the miſcarriage of 
both expeditions, and a certain informa- 
tion that all the troops and ſhips employ- 
ed in them had miſerably periſhed. The 
King of Corea, however, was ſo alarm- 
ed at the progreſs of the Japaneſe before 
Fan-yah, that he began to tremble for 
all his diſtant colonies, and carneſtly 
craved the advice of the cabinet of Pekin 
touching ſome ſcheme to make a diver- 
ſion in their favour. 

The councils of Pekin have been ever 
fruitful of intrigues to embroil the reſt 
of Aſia. They ſuggeſted a plan to the 
King of Corea, which he forthwith put 
in execution. The land of Fumma, 
which borders on the Corean territories, 
was governed by a prince nearly allied 
to the King of Corea, although his ſub- 
jects had very intimate connections in 
the way of commerce with the empire of 
Japan, which, indeed, had entered into 
an offenſive and defenſive alliance with 
this country. The emperor of China 
and the King of Corea having founded 
the ſovereign of Fumma, and found him 
well diſpoſed to enter into their meaſures, 
communicated their ſcheme, in which he 
immediately concurred. They called 
_ him in public, as their friend and 
ally, to join them againſt the Japaneſe, 
as the inveterate enemy of the religion 
of Fo, and as an inſolent people, who 
affected a deſpotiſm at ſea, to the detri- 
ment and deſtruction of all their neigh- 
bours ; plainly declaring that he mutt 
either immediately break with the Dairo, 
or expect an invaſion on the fide of Co- 
rea, The prince of Fumma affected to 
complain loudly of this iniquitous pro- 
poſal; he made a merit of rejecting the 
alternative, and immediately demanded 
of the court of Meaco the fuccours ſti- 
pulated in the treaty of alliance, in order 

to 
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te defend his dominions. In all ap- 


pearance, indeed, there was no time to 
be loſt; for the monarchs of China and 
Corea declared war againſt him without 
further heſitation; and uniting their 
forces on that ſide, ordered them to en- 
ter the land of Fumma, after having 
given ſatisfactory aſſurances in private, 
that the prince had nothing to fear from 
their hoſtilities. 

Yak-ſtrot was not much embarraſſed 
on this occaſion, Without ſuſpecting 
the leaſt colluſion among the parties, he 
reſolved to take the Prince of Fumma 
under his protection, thereunto moved 
by divers conſiderations. Firſt and fore- 
moſt, he piqued himſelf upon his good 
faith : ſecondly, he knew that the trade 
with Fumma was of great conſequence 
to Japan ; and therefore concluded that 
his ſupporting the ſovereign of it would 
be a popular meaſure: thirdly, he hoped 
that the multiplication of expence incur- 
red by this new war, would make the 
blatant beaſt wince under it's burden, 
and of conſequence reconcile it to the 
thoughts of a general pacification, which 
he had very much at heart. Mean 
while he haſtened the neceſſary ſuccours 
to the land of Fumma, and ſent thither 
an old general called Le-yaw-ter, in or- 
der to concert with the prince and his 
miniſters the operations of the cam- 
paign. 

This officer was eounted one of the 
ſnrewdeſt politicians in Japan, and hav- 
ing — many years as ambaſſador in 
Fumma, was well acquainted with the 
genius of that people. He immediately 
diſcovered the ſcene which had been 
acted behind the curtain. He found 
that the Prince of Fumma, far from hav- 
ing made any preparations for his own 
defence, had actually withdrawn his gar- 
riſons from the frontier places, which 
were by this time peaceably occupied by 
the invading army of Chineſe and Co- 
reans : that the few troops he had, were 
without cloaths, arms, and diſcipline ; 
and that he had amuſed the court of 
Meaco with falſe muſters, and a ſpeci- 
ous account of levies and preparations 
which had been made. In a word, 


though he could not learn the particu- 
lars, he comprehended the whole my- 
ſtery of the ſecret” negotiations. He up- 
braided the miniſter of Fumma with 
perfidy, refuſed to aſſume the command 
of the Japaneſe auxiliaries when they 
arrived, and returning to Meaco, com- 
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municated his diſcoverĩes and ſuſpicions 
to the new Cuboy. But he did not meet 
with that reception which he thought he 
deſerved for intelligence of ſuch import- 
ance, Vak · ſtrot affected to doubt; per- 
haps, he was not really convinced; or, 
if he was, thought proper to temporize; 
and he was in the right for ſo doing. 
A rupture with Fumma at this juncture 
would have forced the prince to declare 
openly for the enemies of Japan; in 
which caſe the inhabitants of Niphon 
would have loſt the benefit of a very ad- 
vantageous trade. They had already 
been great ſuffercrs in commerce by the 
br-2ch with the King of Corea, whoſe 
ſubjects had been uſed to take off great 
quantities of the Japaneſe manufactures, 
tor which they paid in gold and filyer 
and they could Jl bear ſuch an additional 
loſs as an interruption of the trade with. 
Fumma would have occaſioned. The 
Cuboy, therefore, continued to treat che 
prince of that country as a ſtaunch ally, 
who had ſacrificed every other conſidera 
tion to his good faith; and, far from re» 
ſtricting himſelf to the number of troops 
and Fune ſtipulated in the treaty, ſent 
over a much more numerous body of 
for-es and ſhips of war; declaring, at 
the ſame time, he would ſupport the peo 
ple of Fumma with the whole power of 
Japan. | 

Such a conſiderable diverſion of the 
Japaneſe ſtrength could not fail to an- 
fwer, in ſome meaſure, the expectation 
of the two ſovereigns of China and Co- 
rea; but it did not prevent the ſueceſs of 
the expeditions which were actually em · 
ployed againſt their colonies in the Ine 
dian ocean. It was not in his power, 
however, to protect Fumma, had the in- 
vaders been in earneſt: but the combined 
army of the Chineſe and Coreans had 
orders to protract the war; and, inſtead 
of penetrating to the capital, at a time 
when the Fummians, though joined with 
the auxiliaries of Japan, were not nu 
merous enough to look them in the face, 
they made a full ſtop in the middle of 
their march, and quietly retired into 
ſummer quarters, 

The additional incumbrance of a new 
continental war, redoubled the Cuboy's 
defire of peace; and his inclination be- 
ing known to the enemy, who were alſo 
Go of the war, they had recourſe to the 
good offices of a certain neutral , 
called Sab- oi, ſovereign of the moun-' 
tains of Cambodia. This prince ac- 


cordingly 
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cordingly offered his mediation at the 


caurt of Meaco, and it was immediately 
rr negotiation for peace, 
which had been broke off in the miniſtry 
of Taycho, was now reſumed; an am- 
baſſador plenipotentiary arrived from 
Pekin; and Gotto-mio was ſent thither 
in the ſame capacity, in order to adjuſt 
the articles, and ſign the preliminaries of 
e. 
© While this new treaty 2 on we 
the armament equipped again 
Far yah under the STE the Quo 
Kep-mail, and the brave admiral, who 
| fignalized himſelf in the ſca of Kamt- 
{hatka, reduced that important place, 
where they became maſters of a ſtrong 
ſquadron of Fune belonging to the King 
ot Corea, together with a very conſi- 
ueaſure, ſufficient to indemnify 
for the expence of the expedition. 
his, though the moſt grievous, was 
not the only diſaſter which the. war 
brought vpon the Coreans. Their diſ- 
tant ſettlement of Lli-nam was likewiſe 
by General Tra- rep, and the inha- 
hitants paid an immenſe ſum in order to 
zedeem their capital from plunder. 
Theſe ſucceſſes did nat at all retard the 
nclufion of the treaty, which was indeed 
—— equally neceſſary to all the parties 
concerned. Japan, in ber was in 
danger of being ruined by her conqueſts. 
The war had deſtroyed ſo many men, that 
— le empire could not afford a ſuf- 
ciency of recruits for the maintenance 


of the land- forces. All thoſe who had 


anquered Fatſiſſio and Fan-yah, were 
ready deſtroyed by hard duty and the 
diſeaſes of thoſe unhealthy climates : 
ve two-thirds of the Fune were rot- 
ten in the courſe of ſervice; and the com- 
plements of mariners reduced to leſs than 

e half of 2 original numbers. 

roops were actually wanting to garri- 
Troop new conqueſts. The > Ab 
of Japan were by this time drained to 
the battom. One of her chief reſources, 
was by the rupture with Corea 
while her expences were conſiderably 

jgmented ; and her national credit was 
— even to cracking. All theſe 
conGderations ſtimulated more and more 
the Dairo and his Cuboy to conclude the 
Work of peace. 

Mean while the enemies of Yak-ftrot 
gave him no quarter nor reſpite, They 
vilified his parts, traduced his morals, 
endeavoured to intimidate bim with 


threats which did not even reſpect the 
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Dairo, and never failed to infult him 
whenever he appeared in public, It had 
been the cuſtom, time immemorial, for 
the chief magiſtrate of Meaco to make 
an entertainment for the Dairo and his 
empreſs, immediately after their nup- 
tials, and to this banquet all the great 
Quos in Japan were invited. The per- 
ſon who filled the chair at preſent, was 
Rhum-kikh, an half-witted politician, 
ſelt-conceited, head-ftrong, turbulent, 
and ambitious ;z a profeſſed worſhipper 
of Taycho, whoſe oratorial talents he 
admired, and attempted to imitate in the 
aſſemblies of the people, where he gene- 
rally exoited the laughter of his audience. 
By dint of great wealth and extenſive 
traffick he became a man of conſequence 
among the mob, notwithſtanding an il- 
— wand of mind, and an ungracious 
addreſs ; and now he reſolved to uſe this 
influence for the glory of Taycho and 
the diſgrace of the Ximian favourite. 
Legion was tutored for the purpoſe, and 
moreover, well primed with a fiery cauſtic 
ſpirit in which Rhum-kikh was a conſi- 
Pate dealer. The Dairo and his 
oung empreſs were received by him and 
his council with a ſullen formality in 
profound ſilence. The Cuboy was pelted 
as he paſſed along, and his litter almoſt 
overturned by the monſter, which yelled, 
and brayed, and hooted without cealing, 
until he was houſed in the city-hall, 
where he met with every ſort of morti- 
fication from the-entertainer as well as 
the ſpectators. At length Mr. Orator 
Taycho, with his couſin Lob-kob, ap- 
pearing in a triumphal car at the city- 
gate, the blatant beaſt received them 
with loud huzzas, unharneſſed their 
horſes, and putting itſelf in the traces, 
drew them through the ſtreets of Meaco, 
which reſounded with acclamation. 
They were xeceived with the ſame exul- 
tation within the hall of entertainment, 
where their ſovereign and-his conſort far 
altogether unhonoured and unnoticed. 
A ſmall ſquadron of Chineſe Fune 
having taken poſſeſſion of a defenceleſs 
fiſhery belonging 8 in the neigh- 
bourhood of Fatſiſſio, the emiſſaries of 
Taycho magnified this eyent into a terri- 
ble misfortune, ariſing from the mal- 
adminiſtration of the new Cuboy: nay, 
they did not ſeruple to affirm, that be 
had left the fiſhing-town defenceleſs on 
purpoſe that it might be taken by the 
enemy. This clamour, however, was 


of ſhort duration. The Quo Phyl. 
Kholl, 


q 
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hell, who commanded a few Fune in 
one of the harbours of Fatſiſſio, no ſooner 
received intelligence of what had hap- 
pened, than he embarked what troops 
were at hand, and failing directly to the 
8 obliged the enemy to abandon 
acir conqueſt with precipitation and 
diſgrace. 

In the midſt of theſe tranſactiops, the 
peace was ſigned, ratified, and even ap- 
proved in the great national council of 
the Quos, as well as in the aſſembly of 
the le. The truth is, the miniſter 
of Japan has it always in his power to 
ſecure a majority in both theſe conven- 
tions, by means that may be eaſily 
gueſſed ; and thoſe were not ſpared on 
this occaſion. Yak-ſtrot, in a ſpeech, 
harangued the great council, who were 
not a little ſurpriſed to hear him ſpeak 
with ſuch propriety and extent of know- 
ledge; for he had been repreſented as 
tongue- tied, and in point of elocution 
little better than the palfrey he rode. 
He now vindicated all the ſteps he had 
taken ſince his acceſſion to the helm: he 
demonſtrated the neceſſity of a pacifica- 
tion; explained and deſcanted upon every 
article of the treaty; and finally, declared 
his conſcience was fo clear in this mat- 
ter, that when he died, he ſhould defire 
no other encomium to be engraved on his 
tomb, but that he was the author of this 


Nevertheleſs „the approbation of the 
council was Rot obtained without violent 
debate and altercation. The different 


articles were cenſured and inveighed 


acainſt by the Fatz- man, the late Cuboy 
Fika- kaka, Lob-kob, Sti - phi· rum- poo, 
Nin-kom-pov-po, and many other 
* ; but, at the long-run, the iafluence 
of the preſent miniſtry predominated. 
As for Taycho, he exerted himſelf in a 
very extraordinaryeffort todepreciate the 
peace in the aſſembly of the people. He 


ad For ſome days pretended'to be dan- 


Ferouſly ill, that he might make a merit 
of his patriotiſm by ſhewing a contempt 
for his own life, when-the good of his 
country was at ſtake. In order to excite 
the admiration of the publick, and ren- 
der his appearance in the aſſembly the 
more ſtriking, he was carried thither on 
a kind of hand-barrow, wrapped up m 
flannel, with three woollen 3 on 
his head, eſcorted by Legion, which 

elled, and brayed, and whooped, and 
— with ſuch vociferation, that 
every ſtreet of Meaco rung with hideous 


elamour. In this equipage did Taycho 
enter the aſſembly, where, being held up 
by two adherents, he, after a prelude of 
roans to rouze the attentidn of his au- 
rence, began to declaim againſt the 
peace as inadequate, ſhameful, and diſ- 
advantageous: nay, he ventured to ſtig- 
matize every ſeparate article, though he 
knew it was in the power of each indi- 
vidual of his hearers to confront hint 
with the terms to which he had ſub- 
ſcribed the preceding year, in all re- 
ſpects leſs honourable and advantageous 
to his country. Inconſiſtencies equally 
glaring and abſurd he had often crammed 
own the throats of the multitude: but 
they would not go down with this aſ- 
ſembly of the people, which, in ſpite of 
his flannel, his night-caps, his crutches, 
and his groans, confirmed the treaty of 
2 by a great majority. Not that they 
ad any great reaſon to applaud. the 
peace-makers, who might have dictated 
their own terms, had they proceeded with 
more r and leſs precipitation. But 
Fokh-fi-rokhn and his brother under - 
takers, having the treaſure of Japan at 
their command, had anointed the greateſt 
part of the aſſembly with a certain pre- 
cious ſalve, which preſerved them ef- 
fectually from the faſcinating arts of 
TR . i 
his Orator, incenſed at his bad ſuc- 
ceſs within doors, renewed and redoubled 
his operations without. He exaſperated 
Legion againſt Yak-ſtrot to ſuch a pitch 
of rage, that the monſter could not hear 
the Cuboy's name three times pro- 
nounced without falling into fits. His 
confederate Lob-kob, in the courſe of 
his reſearches, found out two originals 
admirably calculated for executing his 
vengeance againſt the Ximian favourite, 
One of them, called Llur-chir, a profli- 
gate Bonze, degraded for his lewd life, 
poſſeſſed a wonderful talent of excitin 
different paſſions in the blatant beaſt, b 
dint of quaimt rhimes, which were fail 
to be inſpiratidns of the demon of oblo» 
quy, to whom he had fold his ſoul. 
heſe oracles-not only commanded the 
paſhons, but even influenced the organs 
of the beaſt in ſuch a manner as to oc - 
caſion an evacuation either upwards or 
downwards, at the pleaſure of the ope · 
tator. The other, known by the name 
of Jan-ki-dtzin, was counted the beſt 
markſman in Japan, in the art and 


myſtery of dirt-throwing. He poſſeſſed 
the art of making balls of Ack. 
K 2 ware 
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were famous for ſticking and ſtinking; 
2d theſe he threw with ſuch dexterity, 
that they very ſeldom miſſed their aim. 
Being reduced to a low ebb of fortune by 
his debaucheries, he had made advances 
to the new Cuboy, who had rejected his 
proffered ſervices, on account of his im- 
moral character: a prudiſh punttilio, 
which but ill became Yak-litrot, who had 
paid very little regard to reputation in 
chuſing tome of the colleagues he had aſ- 
ſociated in his adminiſtration. Be that 
as it may, he no ſooner underſtood that 
Mr. Orator Taycho was buly in pre- 
aring for an ative campaign, than he 
ikewiſe began to put himſelf in a poſture 
of defence. He hired a body of merce- 
naries, and provided ſome dirt-men and 
rhymers. Then, taking the field, a ſharp 
conteſt and pelting- match enſued: but 
the diſpute was ſoon terminated. Yak- 
ſtrot's verſifiers turned out no great con- 
jurers, on the trial. They were not ſuch 
favourites of the dæmon as Llur-chir. 
The rhimes they uſed produced no other 
effect upon Legion, but that of ſetting it 
a-braying. The Cuboy's dirt- men, how- 
ever, played their parts tolerably well. 
Though their balls were inferior in point 
of compoſition to thoſe of Jan-ki-dtzin, 
they did not fail to diſcompoſe Orator 
Taycho and his friend Lob-kob, whoſe 
eyes were ſeen to water with the ſmart 
occaſioned by thoſe miſſiles: but theſe laſt 
had a great advantage over their adver- 
faries, in the zeal — attachment of Le- 
Fer. whoſe numerous tongues were al- 
ys ready to lick off the ordure that 
ſtuck to any part of their leaders; and 
this they Wd with ſuch ſigns of latisfac- 
tion, as ſeemed to indicate an appetite 
for all manner of filth, 

Yak-ftrot having ſuffered woefully in 
his own n, and ſeeing his partiſans 
in confuſion, thought proper to retreat. 
Vet, although diſcomfited, he was not 
diſcouraged. On the contrary, having 
at bottom a fund of fanaticiſm which, 
like camomile, grows the faſter for be- 
ing trod upon, he became more obſti- 
nately bent than ever uf on proſecuting 
his own ſchemes for the good of the 
people in their own deſpite. His va- 
nity was likewiſe buoyed up by the 
flattery of his creatures, who extolled 
the paſſive courage he had fhewn in the 
late engagement. Though every part 
of him it:!] ringled and ſtunk from the 
balls of the enemy, he perſuaded him- 
{elf that not one of their miſſiles had 
. L 
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taken place; and of conſequence, that 
there was ſomething of divinity in his 
perſon, , Full of this notion, he dif. 
carded his rhymſters and his dirt-caſters 
as unneceſſary, and reſolved to bear the 
brunt of the battle in his own indivi- 
dual. 

Fokh- ſi- rokhu adviſed him, nevyer- 
theleſs, to fill his trowſers with gold 
obans, which he might throw at Le- 
gion in caſe of neceſſity, aſſuring him 
that this was the only ammunition 
which the monſter could not withſtand. 
The advice was good; and the Cuboy 
might have followed it, without being 
obliged to the treaſury of Japan; for he 
was by this time become immenſely 
rich, in conſequence of having found a 
hoard in digging his garden: but this 
was an expedient which Yak-ſtrot could 
never be prevailed upon to uſe, either 
on this or any other occaſion, Indeed, 
he was now ſo convinced of his own 
perſonal energy, that he perſuaded his 
maſter Gio-gio to come forth and ſee it 
operate on the blatant beaſt. Accord- 
ingly the Dairoaſcended his car of ſtate, 
while the Cuboy, arrayed in all his 
trappings, flood before him with the 
reins in his own hand, and drove directly 
to the enemy, who waited for him with- 
out flinching. Being arrived within 
dung-ſhot of Jan-ki-dtzin, he made a 
halt, and putting himſelf in the attitude 
of the idol Fo, with a ſimper in his coun- 
tenance, ſeemed to invite the warrior to 
make a full diſcharge of his artillery, 
He did not long wait in ſuſpencc. The 
balls ſoon began to whizz about his ears; 
and a great number took effect upon his 
perſon. At length, he received a ſhot 
upon his right temple, which brought 
him to the ground. All his gewgaws 
fluttered, and his buckram doublet 
rattled as he fell, Llur-chir no ſooner 
beheld him E than advancing 
with the monſter, he began to repeat his 
rhymes, at which every mouth and every 
tail of Legion was opened and lifted up; 
and ſuch a torrent of filth ſquirted from 
theſe channels, that the unfortunate Cu- 
boy was quite overwhelmed. Nay, he 
mult have been actually ſuffocated where 
he lay, had not ſome of the Dairo's at- 
tendants interpoſed, and reſcued him 
from the vengeance of the monſter, He 
was carried home in ſuch an uniavoury 

ickle, that his family ſmelled his diſaſter 
20 before he came in ſight; and when 
he appeared in this condition, co- 

vered 


vered with ordure, blinded with dirt, and 
even deprived of ſenſe and motion, his 
wife was ſeized with hyſterica paſſio. He 
was immediately ſtripped and wathed, 
and other means being uſed for his re- 
covery, he in a little time retrieved his 
recollection. 

He was now pretty well undeceived, 
with reſpe& to the divinity of his perſon : 
but his enthuſiaſm took a new turn, 
He aſpired to the glory of martyrdom, 
and reſolved to devote himſelf as a vic- 
tim to patriotic virtue. While his at- 
tendants were employed in waſhing off 
the filth that ſtuck to his beard, he re- 
cited, in a theatrical tone, the ſtanza of a 
famous Japaneſe bard, whoſe ſoul after- 
wards tranſmigrated into the body of 
the Roman poet Horatins Flaccus, and 
inſpired him with the ſame ſentiment 
in the Latin tongue. 


. 
Pirtus repuſſæ neſcia ſordide 
Intaminatis fulget hon ribus; 
Nec ſumit, aut ponit ſecures 
Alrbitrio and wes auræ. 


His friends hearing him declare his 
reſolution of dying for his country, be- 
n to fear that his underſtanding was 
iſturbed. They adviſed him to yield 
to the torrent, which was become too 
impetuous to ſtem; to reſign the Cuboy- 
ſhip quietly, and reſerve Fin virtues "A 


a more favourable occaſion. In vain' 


his friends remonſtrated: in vain his 
wife and children employed their tears 
and intreaties to the ſame purpoſe. He 
lent a deaf ear to all their ſolicitations, 
until they began to drop ſome hints that 
ſeemed to imply a ſuſpicion of his in- 
ſanity, which alarmed him exceedingly; 
and the Dairo himſelf ſignifying to him 
in private, that it was become abſolutely 
neceſſary to temporize, he reſigned the 
reins of government with a heavy hcart, 
though not before he was allured that 
be ſhould ſtill continue to exert his in- 
fluence behind the curtain. 

Gio-gio's own perſon had not eſcaped 
untouched in the laſt ſkirmiſh. Jan-k1- 
dtzin was tranſported to ſuch a pitch of 
inſolence, that he aimed ſome balls at 
the Dairo, and one of them taking place 
exactly betwixt the eyes, defiled his 
whole viſage. Had the laws of Japan 
been executed in all their ſeverity againſt 
this audacious plebeian, he would have 
ſuffered crucifixion on the ſpot : but 
Gio-gio, being gcod-natured even to a 
fault, contented - himſelf with ordering 
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ſome. of his attendants to apprehend and 
put him in the public Rocks, after havin 
ſeized the whole cargo of filth which he 
had collected at his habitation for the 
manufacture of his balls, Legion was 
no ſooner informed of his diſgrace, than 
it releaſed him by force, being therein 
comforted and abetted by the declara- 
tion of a puny magiltrate, called Praff- 
patt-phagg, who ſeized this, as the only 
opportunity he thould ever find of giving 
himſelf any contequence in the common- 
wealth. Accordingly, the monſter hoiſt- 
ing him and Jan-k1-dtzin on their ſhoul- 
ders, went in proceſſion through the 
ſtreets of Meaco, hollowing, huzzain 
and extolling this venerable pair of pa- 
triots as the Palladia of the liberty of 
Japan. 

The monſter's officious zeal on this 
occaſion was far from being agreeable 
to Mr. Orator Taycho, who took um- 
brage at this exaltation of his two un- 
derſtrappers, and from that moment de- 
voted Jan-ki-tzin to deſtruction. The 
Dairo finding it abſolutely neceſfary 
for the ſupport of his government, that 
this dirt-monger ſhould be puniſhed, 
gave directions for trying him according 
to the laws of the land. He was ignomi- 
niouſly expelled from the aſſembly of the 
people, where his old patron Taycho not 
only diſclaimed him, but even repreſented 
him as a worthleſs atheiſt and ſower of 
ſedition: but he eſcaped the weight of a 
more ſevere ſentence in another tribunal, 
by retreating without beat of drum, inta 
the territories of China, where he tound 
an aſylum, from whence he made divers 
ineffectual appeals to the multitudinous 
beaſt at Niphon. 

As for Yak-ſt-ot, he was every thing 
but a down right martyr to the odium 
of the public, which produced a ferment 
all over the nation. His name was be- 
come a term of reproach. He was burnt 


= 


or crucified fn etfigy in every city, town, 


village, anc diſtrièt of Niphon. Even. 
his own countrymen, the Ximians, held 
him in abhorrence and execration. Not- 
withſtanding his partiality to the zatale 


folum, he had not been able to provide. 


for all thoſe adventurers who came from 
thence in conſequence of his promotion. 
The whole number of the diſappointed 
became his enemies of courſe; and the 
reſt finding themſelves expoſed to the 
animoſity and ill offices of their fellow- 
ſubjccts of Niphon, who hated the whole 
community for his ſake, inveighed 


againſt 


anche. 
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Sint Vak-ſitot as the curſe of their 


In the midſt of all this deteſtation an 
„it muſt be owned, for the ſake 

of truth, that Yak-ſtrot was one of the 
boneſteſt men in Japan, and certainly 
the greateſt benetattor to the empire. 
Faſt, vpright, ſincere, and charitable; 
his heart was ſuſceptible of friendſhip 
and tenderneſs. He was a virtuous 
buſband, a fond father, a kind maſter, 
and a zealous friend. In his public ca- 
ity he had nothing wy but the 
antage of Japan, in the proſecution 
gre: he Fe bimſelk he mould 


de able to diſplay all the abilities of a 


ound ſtateſinan, and all the virtues 
of the moſt ſublime patriotilm. It was 
here be over-rated his own importance, 
His virtue became the dupe of his va- 
nity. Nature had denied bim ſhining 
talents, as well as that caſineſs of deport- 
ment, that affability, lideral turn, and 
verſatile genius, without which no man 
can ever figure at the head of an ad- 
miniſtration. Nothing could be more 
abſurd than his being charged with want 
of parts and underſtanding to guide the 
helm of government, conſidering how 
tappily it had been conducted for many 
years by Fika-kaka, whoſe natural ge- 
nivs would have been found nnequal 
even to the art and myſtery of wool- 
combing. Beſides, the war had pro- 
in his hands as much as it ever 
under the auſpices of his predecefſor; 
though, as I have before obſerved, nei- 
r the one nor the other coull juſtly 
. any merit from it's ſucceſs. 
But Vak · Mrot's ſervices to the public 
were much more important in another 
reſpect. He had the reſolution to dil- 
folve the ſhameful and pernicious en- 
gagements which the empire had con- 
tracted on the continent of Tartary, 
H: lightened the intolerable burthens of 
the empire: he ſaved it's credit ohen it 
was ſtretched _ — r — 
made ce, which, if not the mo 
a — might have been obtained, 
as, at leaſt, the moſt folid and advan- 
— that ever Japan had concluded 
with any power whatlocver; and, in par- 
ticular, much more honomable, uſeful, 
and aſcertained, than that which Taycho 
had agreed to ſubſcribe the preceding 
year; and, by this peace, he put an en 
to all the horrors of a crhel war, which 
had ravaged the beſt parts of Aſia, and 
dæilroycd the tives of ſ hundred Mu- 
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ſand men every On the whole, 
Vak-ſtrot's —— vere reſpect- 
able. There was very little vicious in 
his compoſition; and as to his follies, 
they were rather the ſubjects of ridicule 
than of reſentment. 

Yak-ſtrot's ſubalterns in the miniſtry 
rejoiced in ſecret at his running ſo far 
into the north of Legion's dilpleature, 
Nay, it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected that ſome 
of their emiſſaries had been very active 
againſt him in the day of his diſcowk- 
ture. They flattered themſclves, that if 
he could be effectually driven from tlie 
preſence of the Dairo, they would ſuc- 
ceed to his influence; and in the mean 
time would acquire n by turn- 
ing tail to, and kicking at, the Ximian 
favourite, who had aflociated them in 
the adminiſtration in conſequence of 
their vowing eternal attachment to his 
intereſt, — conſtant ſubmiſſion to his 
will. Having held a ſecret conclave to 
concert their operations, they began to 
execute their plan, by ſedecing Yak- 
ſtrot into certain odious meaſures of 
raiſing new impoſitions on the people, 
which did not fail, indeed; to increaſe 
the clamour of the blatant beaſt, and 
promote it's filthy diſcharge upwards 
and downwards; but then the torrents 


were divided, and many a tail was lifted 


vp againſt the real projectors of the ſcheme 
which the favourite hid adopted. The 

now refolved to make a merit with the 
Mobile, by picking a German quarrel 
with Strot, and inſulting him in public. 
Gotto- mio canſed a ſcrubbing-paſt to 
de ſet up in the _ at the Cuboy's 
door. The ſcribe Zan-ti-fic preſented 
him with a ſcheme for the importation 
of brimſtone into the ifland of Ximo: 
the other ſcribe pretended he could not 
ſpell the barbarous names of the Cuboy s 


relations and countrymen, who were 


daily thruſt into the moſt luerative em- 
ployments. As for Twitz er the Fi- 
nancier, he never approached Yak-ttrot 
without clawing his knuckles in deriſion. 
At the council of Twenty-eight, they 


. thwarted every plan he propoſed, and 


turned into ridicule every word he ſpoke. 
At length they bluntly told the Dairs; 
that as Yak-ſtrot reſigned the reins of 
aclminiſtration in public, he mutt like- 
wiſe give up his management behind the 
curtain; tor they were not at all diſpoſed 
to anſwer to the people for meaſures dic- 
tated by an inviſible agent. This was 
but a rcaſonable demand, in which the 

cinperar 


ADVENTURES 
emperor ſeemed to acquieſce. But the 


new miniſters thought it was requiſite 
that they ſhould commit ſome overt act 
of contempt for the abdicated Cuboy. 
Que of his neareſt relations had obtained 
a profitable office in the iland of Ximio; 
and of this the new cabal inſiſted he ſhould 
be immediately deprived. The Dairo 
remonſtrated againſt the injuſtice of 
turning a man aut of his place for no 
ather reaſon but to ſatisfy their caprice; 


and plainly told them he could not do it 


without infringing his honour, as he had 
given his word that the poſſeſſor ſhould 
enjoy the poſt for life. Far from being 
ſatis ſied with this declaration, they urged 
their demand with redoubled importu- 
nity, mixed with menaces which equally 
embarraſſed and incenſed the good-na- 
tured Dairo. At lat Vak- ſtrot, taking 
compaſſion upon his indulgent maſter, 
prevailed upon his kinſman to releaſe 
him from the obligation of his word, by 

king a voluntary reſignation of his 
ee. The Dairo fall ſick of vexation : 
his life was deſpaired of; and all Japan 
was filled with alarm and apprehenſion 
at the proſpect of an infant's a 
the throne: for the heir-apparent was ſtill 
m the cradle, 

Their fears, however, were happily 
diſappointed by the recovery of the em- 

ror, who, to prevent as much as poſſi- 
ple the inconveniences that might attend 
his demiſe, during the minority of his fon, 
reſolved that a regency ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed and ratified by the ſtates of the 
empire. The plan of this regency he 
concerted in private with the venerable 

rinceſs his grandmather. and his friend 

Yak-ſtrot ; and then communicated the 
deſign to his miniſters, who knowing the 
quarter from whence it had come, treated 
it with coldnels and contempt. Th 
were ſo elevated by their laſt triump 
aver the Ximian favourite, that they 
gverlogked every obſtacle to their amhi- 
tion ; and determined to render the Dairo 
dependant on them, and them only. 
With this view they threw cold water on 
the preſent meaſure; and to mark their 
hatred of the favourite more ſtrongly in 
the. eyes of Legion, they endeavoured to 
exclude the name of his patroneſs, the 
Dairo's grandmather, from the deed of 
regeney, though their malice was fru- 
ſtrated by the vigilance of Vak · ſtrot, and 
the indignation 'of the ſtates, who re- 
ſented this affront offered io the family 
of their ſorercign, : 
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The tyranny of this junto became | K 


intolerable to Gio- gio, that he 1efoly 
to ſhake off their yoke, whatever mi 
the conſequence : but before any ef- 
cual ſtep was taken for this purpoſe, 
Yak-ſtret, wha underſtood mechanics, 
and had ftudied the art of puppet-play- 
ing, tried an experiment on the 

of the cabal, which he tempered. wi 
individually without ſucceſs. Inſtead 
of uttering what be prompted, the ſounds 
came out quite altered in their 
Gotto-mio grunted; the Financier 
Twitz-er bleated, or rather brayed; one 
ſcribe mewed like a cat z the other yelped 
like a jackall. In ſhort, they were found 
ſo perverſe and refractory, that the maſter 
of the motion kicked them off the ſtage, 
and ſupplied the ſcene with a new ſet of 
puppets made of very extraordinary ma- 
terials, They werethe veryfigures through 
whoſe pipes the charge of. mal-admini+ 
{tration had been ſo loudly ſounded againſt 
the Ximian favourite. They were now 


muſtered by the Fatzman, and hung 


upon the pegs of the very ſame puppet- 
ſhew-man againſt whom they o Ve- 
hemeatly inveighed. Even the- ſuper- 
annuated Fika-kaka appeared again ys 
on the ſtage as an actor of ſome couſe- 
quence; and inſiſted upon it, that his 
metamorphoſis was a mere calumny. 
But Taycho and Lob-kob kept aloof, 
becauſe Yak-ſtrot had not yet touched 
them on. the proper keys. 

The firſt exhibition of the new pupy 
pets was called Top/y-turyy, a farce, in 
which they overthrew all the pare 
houſes which their eſſors had built: 
but they performed their parts in ſuch 
confuſion, that Vak- ſtrot interpoſing to 
keep them in order, received divers con · 
tuſions and ſevere kickt on the ſhins, 
which made his eyes water; and, indeed, 
he had in a little time reaſon enough to 
repent of the revolution he had brought 
about. The new ſticks of adminiſtra- 
tion proved more ſtiff and unmanageable 
than the former; and thoſe he had dif. 


carded, affociating with the blatant deaſt, 


bedaubed him with fuch a variety of 
filth, drained from all the ſewers of ſcur - 


_ that he really became a public = 
nuiſan 


ce. Gotto- mio pretended remorſe 

of conſcience, and declared he would 
impeach Yak-ſtrot fur the peace which 
he himſelf had negotiated. Twitz-er 
ſaivelled und cried, and caſt figures to 
ve that Yak-ſtot- was Horn for the 
— of Japan; and Zan-ti-fic 
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fered an incendiary Bonze called Toks, 
to throw fire-balls by night into the pa- 
hace of the favourite. 

In this diftreſs Strot caſt his eyes on 
Taycho the monſter-tamer, who alone 
ſeemed able to over-balance the weight 
of all other oppoſition; and to him he 
made large advances accordingly ; but 
his offers were till inadequate to the ex- 
pectations of that demagogue, who, ne- 
vertheleſs, put on a face of capitulation. 
He was even hcard to ſay, that Yak- 

was an honeſt man and a good mi- 

: nay, he declared he would aſcend 

the higheſt pinnacle of the higheſt pagod 
in Japan, and proclaim that Yak-ſtrot 
had never, directly nor indirectly, med- 
dled with adminiſtration ſince he reſigned 
the publick office of minilter. Finding 
Him, however, tardy and phlegmatic in 
his propoſals, he thought proper to 
change his phraſe, and in the next aſ- 
ſembly of the people ſwore, with great 
vociferation, that the ſaid Vak - ſtrot 
was the greateſt rogue that ever _ 
the gallows. This was a neceſlary fillip 
to Yak-ftrot, and operated upon him ſo 
effect aally, that he forthwith ſent a charte 
blanche to the great Taycho, and a trea- 
y was inmcdiately ratified on the fol- 
bowing conditions: that the faid Taycho 
mould be raifed to the rank of Quan- 
baku, and be appointed conſervator of 
the Dairo'sfignet : that no ſtate meaſure 
ſhould be taken without his expreſs ap- 
obation # that his creature the lawyer 
Nat. leg ſhould be ennobled and pre- 
ferred ro the moſt eminent place in the 


tribunals of Japan; and that all his 


friends and dependants ſhould be pro- 
vided for at the publick expence, in ſuch 
n manner as he himſelf ſhould propoſe. 
His/ kinfman Lob-kob, however, was 
not comprehended in this treaty; the ar. 
ticles of which he inveighed againſt with 
ſuch acrimony, that a rupturt enſued 
berwixrtheſerwo originals. The truth 
e, Lob was now-ſo full of his own 
mnportance, that nothing leſs than an 
equzl ſhare of atlmimftration would fa- 
tisfy his ambition; and this was neither 
n Taycho's power nor iriclination to 
grant. eg Iiizzad e:. k uf *. 
The firſt —— pres of this treaty: 
wary new ſhift of hands, and ac new 


dance of miniſters. The chair of pre- 


dedency was pulled from under the an- 
tiqnated Fika-kaka, who fell upon has 
back; and iis bewis flying up, dncove! 
but 190 piemly the melancholy truth 
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his metamorphoſis. All his colleagues 
were diſcarded, except thoſe who thought 
proper to temporize and join in dancing 
the hay, according as they were actuated 
by the new partners of the puppet-ſhew. 
This coalition was the greateſt maſter- 
piece in politicks that ever Yak-ftrot 
performed. Taycho, the formidable 
Taycho! whom in his ſingle perfon he 
dreaded more than all his other enemies 
of Japan united, was now become his 
coadjntor, abettor, and advocate; and, 
which was ſtill of more conſequence to 
Strot, that demagogue was forſaken of 
his good genius Legion. 
Themany-headed monſter would have 
ſwallowed down every other ſpecies of 
tergiverſation in Taycho, except a coa- 
lition with the deteſted favourite, and the 
title of Quo, by which he formally re- 
nounced it's fociety : but theſe were ar- 
ticles which the mongrel could not di- 
geſt. The tidings of this union threw 
the beaſt into a kind of ſtupor, from 
which it was rouſed by bliſters and cau- 
teries applied by Gotto-mio, Twitz-er, 
Zan-ti-fic, with his underſtrapper Toks, 
now reinforced by Fika-kaka, and his 
diſcarded affociates : for their common 
hatred to Yak-ſtrot, like- the rod of 


Moſes, ſwallowed up every diſtinction 
of party, and every ſuggeltion of for- 
mer animoſity z and they concurred with 


incredible zeal, in rouſing Legion to a 
due fenſe of Taycho's apoſtacy. The 
beaft, ſo ſtimulated, howled three days: 
and three nights ſucceſſively at Taycho's 

gate; then was ſeized with a convulſion, 

that went off withan evacuation upwards 

and downwards, ſo offenſive, that the 

very air was infected. 

The horrid ſounds of the beaſt's la- 
mentations, the noxious effluvia of it's 

filthy diſcharge, joined to the poignant 

remorſe which Taycho felt at finding 

his power over Legion diſſolved, occa- 
honed a comniotion in his brain; and 

this led him into certain extravagancies, 
which gave his enemies a handle to fay 
he was actually inſane. His former 

friends and partizans thought the beſt 
apology they could make for the incon- 
ſiteney of his conduct, was to ſay he 

was non campos; and this report was far 
from being diſagi eable'to Yak-ſtrot, be-- 
cauſe it would-At any time furniſh him 
with a plauſible pretence to diffolve the 
parinerſhip, at which he inwardly re- 


Wed for it was _— alone that 
drove bim 19 a partition; of his 1 
wi 
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with a man ſo incapable of acting in 
concert with any —— whatſoever. 
In the mean time Gotto-mio and his 
aſſociates left no ſtone unturned to ac- 
uire the ſame influence over Legion, 
which Taycho had {oeminently poſſeſſed: 
but the beaſt's taculties, ſlender as they 
were, ſeemed now greatly impaired, in 
conſequence of that arch empirick's 
practices upon it's conſtitution. In vain 
did Gotto-mio hoop and hollow: in vain 
did Twitz-er tickle ic'slong ears: in vain 
did Zan-ti-fic apply ſternutatories, and 
his Bonze adminiſter inflammatory gly- 
ſters; the monſter could never be biought 
to a right underſtanding, or at all con- 
cur with their deſigns, except in one in- 
ſtance, which was it's antipathy to the 
Ximian favourite. This had become io 
habitual, that it acted mechanically 
upon it's organs, even after it had loſt 
all other ſigns of recognition. As often 
as the name of Lak · ſtrot was pronounced, 
the beaſt began to yell; and all the uſual 
conſequences enſuẽd: but whenever his 
new friends preſumed to mount him, he 
threw himſelf on his back, and rolled 
them in the kennel at the hazard of their 
lives. 
One would imagine there was ſome 
leaven in the nature of Vak- ſtrot, that 
ſoured all his ſubalterns who were natives 
of Niphon; for howſoever they promiſed 
all ſubmiſſion to his will betore they 
were admitted into his motion, they no 
ſooner found themſelves acting charac- 
ters in his drama, than they began to 
thwart him in his meaſires; ſo that he 
was plagued by thoſe he had takea in, 
and perſecuted by thoſe he had driven 
out. The two great props which he 
had been at ſo much pains to provide, 
now failed him. Taycho was grown 
crazy, and could no longer manage the 
monſter ; and Quam-ba-cundono the 
Fatzman, whoſe authority had kept ſe- 
veral puppets in awe, died about this 
period. Theſe two circumſtances were 
the more alarming, as Gotto-mio and 
his crew began to gain ground, not only 
in their endeavours to rouſe the monſter, 
but alſo in tampering with ſome of the 


acting puppets, to join their cabal and 


make head againit their maſter. *Chete 
exoterics grew ſo refractory, that when 
he tried to wheel them to the right, they 
turned to the left about; and, inſtead of 
joining hands in the dance of politicks, 
ra their heads againſt each other 
with ſuch violence, thai the noiſe of the 
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colliſion was heard in the ſtreet; and if 
they had not been made of the hardeit 
wood in Japan, ſome of them would 
certainly have been ſplit in the encoun- 
ter. 

By this time Legion began to have 
ſome ſenſe of it's own milerable condi- 
tion. The effects of the yeaſt potions 
which it had drank 10 liberally from the 
hands of Taycho, now wore off. The 
fumes diſperſed; the illuſion vaniſhed ; 
the flatulent tumor of it's belly difap- 

ared with innumerable exploſions, 

eaving a hideous lanknets, and ſuch a 
canine appetite, as a!l the eatables of 
Japan could not fatisty. After having 
devoured the whole harveſt, it yawned 
tor more, and grew quite outrageous in 
it's hunger, threatening to feed on hu- 
man fleſh, if not plentifully ſupple with 
other viands. In this dilemma Yak - 
{trot convene the council of Tweny- 
eight, where, in conũderation of the 
urgency of the caſe, it was reſolved to 
ſuſpend the l- agaiuſt the importation 
of foreign provitions, and open the ports 
of Japan for the relicf of the blatant 
bealt. 


As this was veſting the Dairo with 2 


diſpenſing power unknown to the conſti- 
tution of Japan, it was thought neceſ- 
ſary at the next aſſembly of the Quos 
and Quanbukus that conſtitute the le- 
giſlature, to obtain a legal ſanction for 
that extraordinary exerciſe of preroga- 
tive, which nothing but the ſalus populi 
could excuſe. Upon this occaſion it 
was diverting to ſee with what effrontery 
individuals changed their principles with 
tlicir places. Taycho the Quo, hap- 
pening to be in one of his lucid inter- 
vals, went to the aſſembly, ſupported 
by his two creatures Praff-fog, and 
arother limb of the law, called Lley- 
nah, ſurnamed Gurg-grog, or Curſe- 
mother ; and this triumvirate, who had 
raiſed themſelves from nothing to the firſt 
rank in the ſtate, by vilitving and in- 
ſulting the kingly power, and affirming 
that the Dairo was the flave ot the peo- 
ple, now had the impudence to declare 
in the face of day, that in ſome caſes the 
emperor's po er was abtolute, and that 
he had an inherent right to ſuſpend and 
ſuperſede tlclaws and ordinances of the 
legiſlature. 

Mcura-clami, who had been for ſome 
time eclipſed in his judicial capacity by 
the popularity of Pratt-foz, did not fail 
to ſeize this opportwnify oi expoling = 
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character of his upſtart rival. Though 
be had been all his life an humble re- 
tainer to the prerogative, he now made 
2 parade ot patriottim, and in a tide of 
eloquence bore down all the flimſy ar- 
grments whach the triumvicateadvanced. 
He demonſtrated the futility of their rea- 
foging. from the expreſs laws and cuſ- 
toms of the einpire; he expatiated on the 
pernicious tendency of their doctrine, 
and exhibited the inconſiſtency of their 
conduct in ſuch calcurs, that they muſt 
have bid their heads in confuſion, had 
they not happily conquered all ſenſe of 
ſhame, end been well convinced that the 
majority of the aſſembly were not a whit 
wore honeſt than themſelves. Mura- 
clami enioyed a momentary triumph; 
but his words made a very flight im- 

on ; for it was his misfortune to 

a NXimian; and it his virtves had been 
mort numeious than the hairs in his 
Neard, this very circumſtance would have 
ſhaved them clean away from the conſi- 
deration of the audience. 

Taycho, opening the flood- gates of 
Nis abuſe, beipattered all that oppeſed 
kim. Liey-nah, alias Curſe-mother, 
fwore that he had got into the wrong 
box; ther turnug to Praff- fog Bro- 
„ ther Praſf, cried he, © thou haſt now 
* let down thy wowſers, and every raſ- 
cal in Japan will whip thy a—ſe! 
Praff was afraid of the beaſt's reſent- 
ment; but Taycho beſtrid him like a 
Coboſſu, and he crept through between 
Bis legs into a place of ſafety. This was 
the lait time that the Orator appeared in 
pnblick. Immediately after this octur- 
xence, it was four d neceſlary to confine 
hm to a dark chamber, and Yak-ttrot 
was lett to his own inventions. 

In this dilemma he had recourſe to 
the old expedient of changing honds ; 
and as a prelude to this retorin, made 
advances to Gotto-mio, whom he ac- 
wally detached from the cppobtion, by 
providing his friends and dependants 
with lucrative offices, and promiſing to 
take no ſteps of confequence without his 
privity and approbation. A ſop was at 
de fame time thrown to Twitter; Zan- 
ti-fie, led with ſyccious promites, 
ducarded Le Ks the incendiary Bonze; 
Lob-kob ſigned à feutiality, and old 
Fika-kaka wasdeprtwed of wie vic of 

hi —10,4 word; che- Al cemented 
confei eracyyof Struts exeftric for s full 
afonder ; and Legion hid now no rage 
but the rage of unge to be appealed. 


were levelled. The pu 
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But the Ximian favourite was ſtill thwart- 
ed in his operations behind the curtain; 
for he had fo often chopped and chang- 
ed the figures that compoſed his motion, 
that they were all of duferent materials; 


ſo wretchedly ſorted aud to ill. toned, 


that when they came upon the ſcene, 
they produced nothing but diſcord and 
diſorder. 

The Japaneſe colony of Fatſiſſio had 
been ſetiled above a century, and in the 
face of a thouſand dangers and difficul- 
ties raiſed themſelves to ſuch conſidera- 
tion, that they conſumed infinite quan- 
tities of the manufactures of Japan, for 
which they paid their mother-country 
in gold and ſilver, and precious drugs, 
the produce of their plantations. The 
advantages which Japan reaped from this 
traſfick with her own coloniſts, almoſt 
equalled the ameunt of what ſhe gained 
by her commerce with all theother parts 
of Afia. Twitz-er, when he managed 
the finances of Japan, had in his great 


wildom planned, procured, and promul- 


gated a law, ſaddling the Fatſiſſians with 
a grievous tax to anſwer the occaſions of 
the Japaneſe government; an impoſition 
which ſtruck ar the very vitals of their 
conftitution, by which they were exempt 
from all burthens but.ſuch as they fitted 
for their own ſhoulders. They raiſed a 
mighty clamour at this innovation, in 
which they were joined by Legion, at 
that time under the influence of Taycho, 
who, in the aſſen.bly of the people, bit- 
terly inveighed againſt the authors and 
abettors ot ſuch an arbitrary and tyran- 
nical meaſure. Their reproach and exe- 
cration did not ſtop at Twitz- er, but 
proceeded, as uſual, to Vak- ſtrot, who 
was the general butt at which all the ar- 
rows of flander, he pop and abuſe, 


s with which 
he ſupplied the places of 'Twitz-er and 
his aſſocjates, in order to recommend 
themſelves to Legion, and perhaps, with 
a view to mortiſy the favourite, who had 
patronized the Fatſiſſian tax, inſiſted 
upon withdrawing this impoſition, which 
was accerdingly abrogated, to the no 
finall diſgrace and contempt of the law- 
givers: but when theſe new miniſters 
were turned out, ta make way for Tay- 
co and his friends, the intereſt of the 
Fatſiſſians was again abandoned. Even 
the Orator himtelt de laimed againſt them 
wich an unembarraſſed countenance, ar- 
ter they had raiſed ſtatues to him as their 


friend and patron; and meaſures were 


taken 
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taken to make them feel all the ſeverity 
of an abject dependance upon the legiſla- 
ture of Japan. Finally, Gotto-mio ac- 
ceded to this ſyſtem, which he had for- 
merly approved in conjunction wich 
Twitz-er; and preparations were made 
for uſing compulſatory meaſures, ſhould 
the coloniſts refuſe to tubmit with a good 


ce. 

The Fatſiſſians, far from acquieſcing 
in theſe proceedings, reſolved to defend 
to the laſt extremity thoſe liberties which 
they had hitherto preſerved ; and, as a 
proof of their independence, agreed 
among themſelves to renounce all the ſu- 


perfluities with which they had ſo long 


deen furniihed, at a vaſt expence, from 


the manufa&ures of Japan, ſince that 
nation had begun to act towards them 
with all the cruelty of a ſtep-mother. It 
was amazing to ſee and to hear how Le- 
gion raved, and flabbered, and ſnapped 


it's multitudinous jaws in the ſtreets of . 


Meaco, when it underitood that the Fat- 
ſiſſians were determined to live on hat 
their own country afforded. They were 
repreſented and reviled as ruffians, bar- 
barians, and unnatural monſters, who 
clapped the dagger to the breaſt of their 
indulgent mother, in preſuming to ſave 
themſelves the expence of thoſe ſuper- 
fluities, which, by the bye, her cruel im- 
politions had left them no money to pur- 
chaſe, Nothing was heard m Japan 
but threats of puniſhing thoſe ungrate- 
ful coloniſts with whips and ſcorpions. 


OF AN ATOM, 83 


For this purpoſe, troops were aſſembled 
and fleets equipped; and the blatant 
beaſt yawned with impatient expectation 
of being drenched with the blood of it's 
fellow - ſubjects. 

Yak-ſtrot was ſeized with horror at 
the proſpect of ſuch extremities ; for, to 
give the devil his due, his diſpoſition was 
neither arbitrary nor cruel; but he had 
been hurried by evil counſellors into a 
train of falſe oli the conſequences 
of which he did not foreſee. He now 
ſummoned council after council to deli- 
berate upon conciliatory expedients; but 
found the motley crew fo divided by 
ſelf-intereſt, faction, and mutual ran- 
cour, that no conſiſtent plan could be 
formed: all was nonſenſe, clamour, and 
contradiction. The Ximian favourite 
now wiſhed all his puppets at the devil, 
and ſecretly curſed the hour in which he 
firſt undertook the motion. He even 
fell fick of chagrin, and reſolved, in good 
earneſt, to withdraw himſelf intirely from 
the political” helm, which he was now 
convinced he had no talents to guide. 
In the mean time, he tried to find ſome 


temporary alleviation to the evils occa- 


ſioned by the monſtrous incongruity of 


the members and materials that com- 


poſed his adminiſtration. . But before 
any effectual meaſures could be taken, 
his evil genius, ever active, brewed up 
a new ſtorm in another quarter, which 
had well nigh twept him and all his pro- 
jects into the gulph of perdition. 
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